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have their shingles redone, and then haul it back home. S o we
know right then an d there, this is actually another form of a
local tax or a property tax, or whatever y ou want to c all it.
But when the dust all settles, Nr. and Mrs. Nebraska are. ..be
the ones that have to foot the bill. I think there's be tter
ways of raising our revenue than to put it on construction work,
and work that is p ermanently fastened to the state. So with
that, I support Arnie's amendment, and I'm certainly going to
vote f o r i t . Thank yo u .

SPEAKER BRONN: Th a n k y o u , Se n a t o r L ou d e n . Se n a t o r Je n s en .

SENATOR JENS EN: Thank you , N r . Speaker, m embers o f the
Legislature. W ould it be surprising that I wo uld support
Senator Stuthman's amendment? B u t ...because I...yes, I do have
a bias th e r e . Bu t l et me t hi nk , an d ha v e y o u t h i n k wi t h me a
l i t t l e b i t . Aga i n , he r e we a r e . We ' re t a k i n g a se gme nt o f t h e
indust ry , a se g ment o f soc i et y , a n d we ' re t ax i n g i t . You know,
there was some talk about taxing accountants. No, we can't do
that. Is their labor any different than a construction worker?
How about the labor that attorneys? W hat about the labor of our
lobbyists out here? Should we tax that? W h at's the difference?
Should we tax farm labor? W h at's that going to do? S hould we
tax the labor of nurses, Senator Price? What about the gro cery
labor? Couns elors? Why are w e picking and choosing again?
Again , I b e l i e v e t h a t we . . .the fairest tax is a tax that r eally
includes everyone. Housing and renovation has been the only
thing that has been keeping our economy alive, and so here we' re
going to take the number one industry that has been a c tive and
we' re going t o impo se a tax on it. And why has it been so
a ct i v e ? We l l , i t ' s b e e n a c t i v e , a g a i n , be c a u s e o f t he me n t i o n
of the lo west ra tes in 40 years. Home improvement loans are
r ead i l y av a i l a b l e a n d a l o t o f p e o p l e a r e u s i n g t h em, n o t on l y
for construction but they' re using that money that they can get
on a home equity loan to buy o ther things, like au tomobiles.
Also, there is a perception out there that's going to take place
that, why should I improve my property because I'm going to have
t o n ow p ay t ax e s o n i t ? Ny mo t he r - i n - l aw l i v e d i n 3 2n d an d
Vinton for about 50 years. She bought the house in 1922. When
we finally sold the house, her yearly taxes were more than what
she paid for it initially when she bought it. A nd in about
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