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less go i ng u p mu ch hi g h e r . Se c on d t h i ng I wa n t ed t o g i v e
a nothe r d i m e n s i o n t o . Th e a r gu m en t i s ma d e t h a t t h i s i s ag a i n st
midd l e - i n c o m e a n d l o w- i n co me . We l l , th e r e ma y b e som e t r u t h t o
t hat . I do n ' t . . . I ha v en ' t s e en an y f i g u r e s on t h a t . Bu t o n t h e
o the r h a n d , i f y o u do n ' t ha v e t h a t $5 0 mi l l i on , o ne o f t h e a r e a s
where these cuts is going to...are going to come from are the
aid t ha t we g i v e t o i nd i v i d u a l s o n l o w i nc ome . I me a n , pa r t o f
what we' re d o i n g h e r e b y k e e p i n g t h i s bu d ge t u p i s mai nt a i n i n g
the help to the people who really need it the most, Medicaid and
the various p r ograms t hat we have. So if we don't l.ave this
income, w e d o n ' t h e l p t h e po o r , who a r e t he be ne f i c i a r i e s o f ou r
various programs. And they are the neediest of the needy. So
there's another dimension to that. T hirdly, and last, I can' t
t e l l y ou ho w m an y t i m e s w h e n i t ' s c ome t o de b a t e s l i k e t h i s ,
I ' ve he a r d i t g e t down i n t o t h e d e t a i l s , an d p e op l e a r g u i n g
a bout , we l l , h ow wou l d t h i s ap p l y a n d h ow w o u ld t ha t ap p l y . An d
i t's good to do that. I'm not criticizing that altogether b y
any means. Howe ver, however, that question pertains to almost
any sort of service you would tax, and to most of th e p ro ducts
that you would tax. T here are exceptions, there are extensions,
there are all sorts of details. I' ve never seen so many details
p ut i n t o a st a t u t e a s we ' v e d o n e i n t h i s ca s e a l r e a d y . An d
we' re doing it because we' ve probably had more debate on this
and mor e t hou g h t on t h i s , and we ' r e t r y i ng t o cov e r a l l t he
areas. Bu t the fact of the m a tter i s, in most cas es, and
perhaps not so m uch in this case, there are going to be rules
and regulations. We give the Department of Revenue the power to
make rules and regulations to interpret and to define the little
c rev i c e s a n d t h e l i t t l e t h i ng s t h a t we c a n ' t t h i n k ab ou t . We d o
this not just in taxation, but in a whole number of areas. And
if they de fine them poo rly, we come back and restructure the
statute to clarify a particular small situation in this or t hat
p ar t o f t he l aw t h a t i s a t t emp t e d t o b e ap p l i e d . We do t ha t a l l
t he t i me . I ' m no t a dv o ca t i ng t h a t we do n ' t f o r e se e as m a n y o f
t hese s i t u a t i on s a s p o ss i b l e . I ' m s i mp l y s a y i n g , i t wou l d b e
wrong. . . i f y ou b e l i ev e t h a t t h i s g en e r a l r e f o r m i s i n f a c t t a x
refo r m t h a t we n e e d , i t wo u l d b e wr o ng t o s t op i t b e ca u s e t he r e
are . . .
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