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SPEAKER BRONN: Senator Brashear, would you yield?

SENATOR BRASHEAR: Ye s , Nr . Spe ak e r .

SENATOR BOURNE : T hank you, Senator Brashear. I want to just
ask you a couple quick questions. And again, I' ve indicated to
you that I support your package. And as you know, I don't like
any of these taxes, but I recognize that we h ave to do this .
And I app r e c i a t e y ou r e f f or t s i n t h i s a r e a . I f Se na t or
Stuthman's amendment is adopted, on your salmon colored sheet it
indicates that it's $56 million in l ost revenue to you r . ..to
t hat 3 42 t ha t y ou ' r e t a l k i ng about a t t he bot t o m. I s t ha t
a ccurat e ?

S ENATOR BRASHEAR: Ye s , Se n a t o r B o u r n e .

SENATOR BOURNE: Okay. Let me ask you this. And I realize that
when you l o o k a t t he ex p a n s i o n o f t he ba se , y ou ' re t r y i ng t o
p ick those areas that reflect what other states are doing. Bu t
here's my question. Say for example that we discuss the b udget
early next week, and say we come up with an additional number of
cuts that offset this. Is this an area that you'd be willing to
l ook a t i n t e r ms of f ur t he r i n g, a s s u ming we c o u l d c o me w i t h a
corresponding cut on the other side? I mea n , is th i s a ...I'm
t rying t o g e t at w h a t p a r t of . . .h o w s i g n i f i c an t t h i s i s t o yo u r
package in terms of philosophy, theory of expansion of the base,
things of that nature.

SENATOR BRASHEAR: Senator Bourne, without belaboring it on your
t ime, I be l i e v e t he s e r v i c e a n d l ab o r o f r e pa i r and ma i nt e n a n c e
and the like is truly the essence of the expansion of the base.
Because this is the area of...that is growing in our economy.
It is an area which others in our competitive marketplace are
taxing. And I think it's where we h ave to go . Becau se if
you' ve noticed, even during this particular downturn, there has
been enormous movement and activity in the h ousing and the
r enovation m a r k et , and t he r ef i na n c in g m a r k et. Al l t hat ' s
i ndicat ive o f why we want t o s p r ead th e b ase br oadly .

SENATOR BOURNE: And I agree with, in theory, what you' re doing.
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