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seems to be burdensome and complicated. We are encourage...are
we en courag ing or di scou r a g i n g i nd i v i dua l pr op e r t y ow n ers t o
repair, update, or improve their property? Why do we add a tax
t o s o met h i n g t hat al r ea d y g e t s t ax e d , a n d w e c o n t i n u a l l y p a y a
t ax ont o t h e t ax t h a t w a s a d ded t o i t , as wo u l d b e t he i mp r o v e d
value on your property? I would urge the body to support this
a mendment. Tha n k y o u .

SPEAKER BROMM: Thank you, Senator Stuthman. Senator Brashear.

SENATOR BRASHEAR: Mr . Speaker, members of the body, I r i se in
r espect fu l but st r enu ou s and v i gor o u s oppo s i t i on t o S e n a t o r
Stuthman's amendment. We' ve had enough interaction and dealings
with the contractors that I ce rtainly think I k now and
understand their position. The fact of the matter is that this
i s a s i g n i f i ca n t br o a den ing o f t he t ax ba s e as i t r el at e s t o
services. We are talking $50 million here. A nd I k now that
everybody in the body has looked at the numbers and knows that' s
what we ' r e t a l k i n g a bou t . So t h i s wo u l d d o e x t r eme a nd
i r r eparabl e dam age , i n my op i ni o n , t o t h i s p ac k a ge . And t her e
is not a basis. It' s...as people have said, the best tax is the
t ax t h at a f f e c t s s om e b ody e l se a nd n ot m e, n o t y ou . Bu t t he
fact of the matter is, there is no basis for eliminating these
people. And I'm going to try and draw a distinction h e r e.
Real...the basis ..one o f the oldest bases of taxation in the
western wo r l d i s p r o p e r t y t a x . Wh y i s t h a t ? I t ' s b e c au se n o
matte r h ow p oo r a p e r so n mi g h t b e , i f t h ey i n f a c t own r ea l
proper ty , t h e y i n f ac t ha v e a n a s se t o f va l u e . That ' s why we
continue to tax real property, because it continues to have
value. Now, at the point where we are allowing people to t ake
an a s se t t h a t h a s v a l u e , le ve r a ge th e as s e t t hr ou gh a mo r t g a g e ,
a second mortgage, a renovation loan, in order to in crease
value , w e ar e n ot dea l i ng wi t h som e o f t he i s sue s I ' v e h e a r d
very a r t i cu l at e l y d i sc u s sed on t h i s f l oor , of peop l e n e e d in g t o
get to a job in an automobile or the like. We are not talking
about em e r gency s i t uat i o n s her e . And i f we d r aw t h e
distinctions which you saw fit not to draw as between repair and
maintenance a nd t hose k i nds o f t h i ng s , i f we dr aw t hose
distinctions, we complicate our lives in such a way that we' re
not able to govern ourselves procedurally and have a process for
raising revenue. I unde rs tand tha t this will be a new and
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