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L B 283 , 7 5 9Nay 8 , 2 00 3

thought I'd do i t o ne more time, because it's been about two
hours since you' ve heard me on this subject. Get back into the
fray to make clear where things are. Now, here's a piece that
is true a b out t he liq uor p i ece, tha t was b oth in LB 283
yesterday and is in LB 759. And tha t is that the r e is an
agreement, and it represents an agreement between myself and the
lobby. That d o e s e x i s t . Th e o r i g i n a l b i l l ha d a b ou t
$ 10 mi l l i on i n i t . A fter the pub lic hearing and an
understand in g of what t hat di d t o us wi t h re spe c t t o ot he r
states, I nominated the terms that are in LB 283. I nom in ated
t he f ou r a n d a ha l f mi l l i o n d o l l a r s . I no mi n at e d t h o se am o u n t s
which a r e 2 0 0 p e r ce n t h i g he r t ha n s t a t e s a r ou n d u s . Wa s n ' t
dictated to me. Those happened to be my numbers. I gave and I
got . I gave a way t h e a mount t h a t w a s o r i g i na l l y i n t he b i l l ,
which, by the way, I hadn't done any more research than to say,
g ive me a b i l l t h a t wi l l b r i n g i n 1 0 mi l l i o n bu c k s , d own t o an
amount t ha t p l ac e d u s h i g h e r t h a n a l l t he s t a t es ar o und us , w i t h
exception for two states in one of the three areas. In other
words, ou t o f t h e t h r e e k i nd s o f l i qu o r , we ' r e h i g he r t h a n a l l
t he st at e s a r o und u s e x c ep t f o r o n e k i n d of l i quo r i n one s t at e
and one kind of liquor in another. The amount by which we are
higher varies from roughly 80 percent to 200 percent. In those
six or seven states, in those 21 categories, 19 of which we will
be the highest, those...the amount that in those 19 cat egories
we are higher, the general range is someplace between 80 and
200 percent. Now, that's what I gave. And here's what I got .
I g o t t he ag r e ement t h a t t he r e w o u l d n ' t b e a f i ght on t he f l oor
for those terms. I got it from two of th e t hree kinds of
l i quor . And t he t h i r d k i nd o f l i quo r h a s m a i n t a i n ed , I t hi nk , a
formal opp o s i t i o n, bu t I t h i nk i t ' s been q u ie t . You ha v en ' t
had, f o r e x ample , a l ot o f l i quor r et ai l er s wr i t i ng you . You
haven't had a wr iting campaign. You haven't had an e-mail
campaign l i k e y o u ' ve ha d i n . . .wi t h r es p ec t t o t he const r uc t i on
stuff, with respect to repair parts. You haven't had that,
because, essentially, that's what I got for what I gave. I am
the only one bound by that. The Revenue Committee is not bound
t hat . Wh a t t he Re v e n u e C ommi t t e e d i d wa s t h ey l a i d ou t t h e
facts, and they thought the deal was, I think, relatively fair.
I think they thought the terms were fair. And to the exte nt
that I put it i n the form of an amendment, they voted for it.
Are t h e y b o u n d ? No , I d o n ' t t h i nk s o , f o r ma l l y . I ' m t h e o ne
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