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t ogether , I ' m g o i n g t o t i e yo u r c l i en t s t oge t h e r . I f you t r y t o
s top t hi s i nc r ea s e o n t h e l i quo r , a n y t i m e I see a n y c l i e n t of
yours, that's a persona non grata, as far as I'm concerned. It
a l l t i e s t og e t h e r . Bu t I wi l l no t l owe r my s e l f t o ne go t i a t e o n
b ehal f o f t he Le g i s l a t u r e wi t h a l o b by i s t . Th i s do e s no t me a n I
w ill never talk to a lobbyist, listen to a lobbyist, o r even
a ccep t a s ug g e s t i o n i f I t h i nk i t ' s v a l i d . Bu t wh e n w e r e a ch a
point where the Legislature has to get perm i ssion fr om the
liquor lobby to raise a tax, I am deeply and profoundly offended
as a member of the Legislatu r e, as t he o l dest member of t h e
Legislature. A nd I think when we le t ourse lves as an
institution be treated in that dismissive, insulting manner, we
deserve to have happen to us whatever happens. A lobbyist is a
mercenary. A lobbyist is a hired gun. A lobbyist is interested
only in delivering what his client paid him to deliver. We are
not hired by that lobbyist, or by th e ind ustry t hat lo bbyist
represents. We were sent here to represent our colleagues. And
by that, I m ean those who sent us here. And you know why I'm
not calling them constituents? We' re working in concert with
them. We are citizens first. W hatever we do impacts us the
same way. So w hen I spe a k o f co n s t i t ue n cy , i t ' s usual l y f r om
the standpoint of those people being electors who send us here.
But now I ' m t al k i n g a b ou t t h e i nt e r e s t o f t he bo d y p o l i t i c . The
publi c n e eds t o k n o w t h a t t h i s Leg i s l at u r e i s und e r t he t h u mb o f
t he l i q u o r i nd u s t r y , a n d a f r a i d of t he l i qu o r i nd u s t r y . Bu t I
am not. And the Legislature needs to stand on its hind legs and
tell the liquor industry where it can go. Now, I helped stick
it to the cigarette smokers during the special session, after
having st o od on t hi s f l oor and r a i l ed agai n st u si n g a t ax
against smokers to balance the budget. I became convinced that
in the short term, the plight of the state was so severe that
despite my personal feelings and the principles I think I ought
t o b e g ui d e d b y i n vot i ng o n t a x po l i c y , I wou l d v i ol a t e a l l of
t hat a n d v o t e f o r t h e t e mp o r a r y i n c r e a s e i n t he c i g a r e t t e t a x t o
go for a purp ose tha t I fe lt was illegitimate. A nd I
a cknowledge d t h a t t h en ; I a ck n owl e d g e i t n ow . Th a t ' s e x a c t l y
w hat I did. I made a political decision that went c ontrary t o
t he p r i n c i p l e s I h ad a r t i c u l a t e d o n t h i s f l o o r ov e r a nd o v e r a n d
o ver , a nd s t i l l a r t i cu l a t e . Th e cu r r en t p r o p o s a l i s t o ma i n t a i n
what was to be a temporary tax permanently. That is asking me
to vote for an increase in th e cig arette t ax. Becau s e the
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