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FLOOR DEBATE

L B 5 4 0M ay 8 , 2 0 0 3

o f ou r m o s t d i f f i cu l t i s sue s t o de a l wi t h , i n co mi n g u p wi t h t he
b udget , i s w h a t t he f i s c al s i t uat i on i s goi n g t o be i n t ho s e o u t
years . Th i s s i mp l y ad d s a $ 5 0 m i l l i on w e i gh t o n o u r ba c k s i n
trying to deal with that. For all those reasons, again I urge
you not to support this amendment. I appreciate the discussion.
I h o pe i t ' s cl e a r t o y ou t h a t LB 5 4 0 wi t h o u t t h i s ame n d ment i s
something that i s fis cally r e sponsible. It is adm it tedly
stringent budgetwise on schools, but it is also something that
school systems have agreed to work with. I th ink we need to
stay w h er e w e ar e . Th an k y o u v e r y mu ch .

SENATOR CUDABACK: T hank you, Senator Raikes. Senator Vrtiska.
Is Senator Vrtiska on the floor'? I see he is not . Senato r
Bourne. He waives the opportunity. Senator Stuhr.

SENATOR STUHR : Thank you , Nr . President and members of the
b ody . I j u st wa n t t o r i se i n op p o s i t i o n t o t h e a me nd m e n t .
Serving on the Education C ommittee, w e hav e worked hard on
LB 540. I believe that it does indicate good fiscal management.
We have to realize that we are in extraordinary times. This is
just not bus iness as usual . An d I d isagree with Senator
Maxwell. I' ve been around fo r a wh ile as far as whet her
p roperty taxes hav e be e n low ered because of state aid. Y e s ,
t ha t i s a de b a t e . Bu t I k n ow b a c k i n t h e e a r l y n i ne t i e s ,
LB 1059 was t h e first attempt to get more of a balance between
property taxes, sales tax and increasing state aid so tha t we
could reduce that balance on property taxes. I think we' ve made
some strides t h rough the years. I must admit I was opposed to
LB 806, which was the new school aid formula that we' re working
with . I t ' s a ve r y comp l i ca t e d f o r mu l a b u t I be l i ev e i t n ee d s t o
be. As I continue to work on the Education Committee, we have a
very diversified s tate; it is ver y, ve r y dif ficult to put
everyone a n d t o p a s s l aws t h a t a c co n modat e a l l o f t he n e e d s .
But we ha v e tr i ed, w e' ve made some changes. We' ve done some
tweaking through the years. We ' ll continue to do that. And
we' ve been having some interim studies to look at how we can
address t h e s t a t e a i d f o rm u l a , a n d I kn o w t h a t w e w i l l con t i nue
t o d o t h a t . I d o n o t wan t t o t i e ou r h an d s , a s a L eg i s l a t u r e ,
for those out years. LB 540 looks at the next tw o years . I
t h in k t h a t ' s p r u d en t . I t h i nk t h a t ' s wh a t we n e ed t o d o , a n d I
oppose this amendment. Thank you.

6346


