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FLOOR DEBATE

L B 5 4 0Nay 8 , 2 00 3

b ot to m l i ne wha t we c on t r i b u t e t o s ch o o l s . Ny o n e p r ob l em w i t h
Senato r Ra i k e s ' LB 5 4 0 , a n d ag a i n I ' m g o i ng t o su p p o r t LB 5 4 0
regardless of what happens to this amendment. I think it's a
good piece of leg islation. But we haven't controlled costs.
We' ve simply said those...

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR BOURNE : . . .needs or co s t s a r e lo we r . J u s t b e ca u s e we
say that it ' s 0 p e rcent i n crease d oesn't m e an, in the real
world, that it is. And all my amendment does, again, i s a ll ow
us to track wh a t those needs wo uld ha v e be en but for our
adoption of LB 540. So again, I appreciate the debate. There' s
a lot of confusion. I appreciate Senator Maxwell br inging u p
h is i d ea t o k i nd o f r ev a m p s t a t e a i d t o sp e n d i n g . Bu t I d o wa n t
to p o i n t ou t t ha t t h i s ame n d ment d o e s n ' t re a l l y h a ve a ny t h i n g t o
d o wi t h a t o t a l r ev i s i o n o f s t a t e a i d a s a d v oc a t e d f o r by
Senator Maxwell. And I appreciate the discussion on that i s sue
on this amendment. But again, my amendment doesn't go towards
r evamping t h e s t a t e a i d f o r mu l a . I t j u s t s i mp l y a l l ows u s t o
track what those needs would have been if we had not adopted
L B 540 . Th a n k y o u .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Th an k y o u , Sen a t o r Bo u r n e a n d Sen a t o r
Connealy . Senat o r Ra i ke s , and t hi s wi l l be yo u r t hi r d t i me ,
Senator .

SENATOR RAIKES: Thank you, Nr. President and members. I c an be
brie f , I t h i nk . Fi r s t , one poi n t t hat I neg l ec t e d t o men t i on
a nd s h o u l d have i s t hat t hi s am endment , i f enac t e d , w o u l d n o t
affect school spending ability at all. It would simply affect
the amount of money the state would be on the line to provide
for state aid. We' ve always kept, as I mentioned before, needs
calculation and budget authority together. This would separate
t hem, I t h i nk a n o t he r g oo d r e a son no t t o do i t . The w ay i t i s
right now in the first year of the out biennium, state aid would
increase by $149 million or 24.2 percent. That's without this
a mendment. If this amendment would be added, you'd b ring tha t
up to $200 million. We put four years of numbers on the fiscal
status for a reason. Y ou do n't balance t he first tw o years
without paying any attention in the out years. And I think one
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