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r eal l y a l ow amou n t o f t ot a l f unds . So I t hi nk t hat t he
0 percent, though it i s arbitrary, that it holds down, we' re
willing to accept it because it is temporary. And b ecause of
that, I am i n support of LB 540 but I'm in support because of
that fact, that it is temporary. And I would yield the rest of
my t ime t o S e na to r B o u rne i f he w o u l d l i ke i t .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Se na t o r Bo u r n e .

SENATOR BOURNE : Thank you . Thank you , Senator Connealy,
N r. President and members. I was over here visiting w ith som e
o ther member s a n d t h e v e r y ab l e l eg a l cou n s e l f r o m t he Ed u c a t i o n
Committee came over and pointed out on my chart where I have the
solid number a l ong t he bot tom the re, and it shows that it' s
flat. She said that, in reality, i t woul d inc rease sl ightly
b ecause o f a c o s t / g r o wt h f a ct o r . An d I d i d n ' t me a n t o i mp l y

e ar l i e r i n t he d eb a t e a n d I ag r ee d wi t h h i m, t ha t t h e r e wi l l b e
some increases there. But what I'm suggesting, and again, this
is very, v ery con fusing and if you don't understand it, don' t
feel left out because it is difficult material. And I won' t
even profess t ha t I understand it. A nd I 'm not sure, no
offense, Senator R a ikes, t hat he unde rstands it ent irely.
That ' s . . . I t h i n k t h a t ' s j u s t a r e a l i t y . Wh a t I ' m su g g e st i ng t o
you is that a number of years ago when we put in the s tate aid
formula, we said that needs would grow at 2.5 percent. And all
my amendment does is say that we' re going to track what that
2.5 percent would be. And if you look at my chart, the dotted
line that's on an angle going upright, is the tracking number,
a nd t he l ow e r l i ne t hat ' s f ai r l y f l at al on g t h e b o t t o m i s w h a t
t he needs po r t i o n o f t he f or m u l a w o ul d b e f r o m t h e y e a r 2 0 0 2 t o
2 005. And so , a l l I ' m say i ng i s t hat t he nu mber t h a t w e
committed to a number of years ago is the dotted line number.
LB 540, as amended, would change that so that it's fairly flat.
There is no requirement that we fund this in the year 2005. I t
simply reflects what our commitment was a number of years ago
when we pu t i n t h e s t a t e a i d f o r mu l a . I t c o u l d b e i n 20 0 5 , Go d
f orb i d , t h a t we ha v e a s i mi l a r b u dg e t s i t u a t i on t h a t we d o n ow
or even worse. An d o bviously if that's the case, there' s
n othing t hat wou l d p r e v en t u s f r om f u n d i n g s c h ool s a t a l esse r
l eve l . Th e r e i s no t h i n g i n my ame n d men t t ha t i n c r e a se s o u r

that it wouldn't increase at all. As Senator R a ikes me ntioned
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