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in spending a uthority fo r two yea r s and a reduction in the
cost/growth factor tha t a ffects needs, and then a gradual and
smooth increase as you go into the out biennium. That , to me ,
i s t he p r op er way i t shoul d b e d o ne . That i s t he w a y t ha t ' s
consistent with the message we sent to schools. It's consistent
wit h g o o d f i s ca l ma n a g ement . I t co n s i s t e n t wi t h n o t b um p i ng u p
t he ou t y e a r de f i c i t by $5 0 mi l l i on .

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR RAIKES : A nd aga in, it's what happens if you don't do
this amendment. This amendment, on the other hand, causes a jag
upward for one year in spending authority, which destabilizes
i t , n o t o n l y i n t h a t ye a r b u t f r o m t h e n o n . So a g a i n , I h op e
y ou a r e n ot l ed t o b e l i e ve b y t h e h a n d o u t t h a t s c ho o l sp en d i n g
has been held constant or flat for...and would be held flat for
five years. That hasn't b een the cas e . We a re impo s ing
restrictions on school spending in LB 540 without the amendment,
and I wou ld say tho se restrictions are appropriate. They' re
fiscally prudent. They' re not easy, but they have been accepted
by school systems. I think we need to stick with the plan t hat
we have i n p l ac e . Th an k y o u .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you , Sen ator Ra ikes a nd Sen ator
Wehrbein. Senator Connealy, on the Bourne amendment.

SENATOR CONNEALY: Thank you, Mr. President and members. I rise
in support of the Bourne amendment. One o f the things abo ut
LB 540 that's a ppealing t o me is that it is temporary. A
0 percent growth in au thority a f fects d i fferent d ist ricts
different ways, but in reality it is a holddown on spending. It
is a cu t to e ducation, and I think that schools and all of us
a re w i l l i n g t o do t h a t i f i t ' s a t e mp o r a r y t h i n g . I t h i nk t ha t
this amendment reflects that the underlying premise of how we do
school funding. Though it does drive costs up, it is good for
k ids . I t al l ows s c h o o l s t o i m p r o ve . I t al l ows a s dr oo l sys t e m
that we have here in Nebraska to be as good as it has been, and
to continue to grow and provide the kind of services that we all
in Nebraska are very proud of, because that's one o f the rea l
benefits we have by living in Nebraska is that we have a school
system t h a t wo r k s , t ha t p r o v i d e s a h i gh q u a l i t y e d u ca t i o n f o r
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