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recognized in the out years, and it's going to have an impact.
In e s s e nce , i t makes . . . i t wi l l make t he o u t yea r ga p l a r ge r
which will, in essence, impact on our present gap, if you will,
and we' re going to have to recognize that. So there's a ripple
effec t t h a t I . . . ev e n i n my mi nd i s d i f f i cu l t t o r ecogn i ze .
Senator Raikes, I think, needs to keep driving that point home,
b ut I o pp o s e t h i s am e n dment .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Did you wish to give...

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: He may have the rest of my time.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Se n a t o r Ra i k es .

SENATOR RAIKES: Thank you, Senator Wehrbein and members. We on
t he Educ a t i o n C o mmi t t ee a r e a t i g h t g r o u p . We ha r d l y ev e r
disagree, as you can see. (Laughter) I 'm going to mention this
again in res ponse t o the handout that. . . I j u s t wa n t e d t o ma k e
c lear. The handout th a t Sen ator Bo urne h as pro vided on
AM17. . . should t h at b e AM 1 7 57 , o n t h i s h an d o u t 7

SENATOR CUDABACK: Are you asking a question'P

SENATOR RAIKES: Just to myself. I' ll answer it myself.

SENATOR CUDABACK: I ' m so r r y .

SENATOR CUDABACK: I t h i n k i t s ho u l d b e AM 1 7 57 . By t h e wa y , I
apologize, Senator Bourne. I...the amendment yesterday was the
Bourne amendment and I ...this must be then the 'Bourne again'
a mendment. (Lau g h t e r ) The r e i s on t h i s g r a p h t h a t ca me ar ou n d
a flat se ction which would suggest that school growth has been
held flat from the years 2002 to 2005. I th ink it 's obv ious
that Senator M axwell d i d not make this chart. But actually,
that's not correct anyway. There has been school growth each of
those years. What I'm suggesting to you. . .so this graph isn' t
corr e c t . Wh a t I ' m su g g e s t i n g t o y ou i s t h a t th e r e i s g r owt h . . . a
g radual r edu c t i o n i n sp en d i n g g r o wt h i n t he cos t / g r o wt h f a c to r
that affects the needs calculation, and a lso affects s p ending
authority for scho ols cu r rently in LB 540. The way LB 540 is
c onst r u c t e d , wi t h o ut t h i s a me n dment t h e r e wo u l d b e a r ed u c t i o n
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