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t o t h e t r u t h ab o ut i t . Ok a y ? Th e mi sc on c e p t i o n i s t h i s . St a t e
a id eq u a l s p ro p e r t y t ax r e l i e f . You r ed u c e s t a t e a i d b y $1 a n d
that's a $1 property tax increase. That's the misconception and
I' ve heard it said many times on this floor. I' ve heard it said
t hi s y ea r . I h e a r d i t s a i d l a s t y e a r whe n w e t r i mme d t h e g r ow t h
of state aid by $22 million. People got up and s a id, mark it
down, that 's a $22 m i llion p roperty ta x hi ke th a t we ' re
enacting. It's not true, it's wrong, it'z false. O nly half the
d istricts that qualified for that exception took it l ast yea r ,
to the tun e of ab o ut $1 4 million, not $22 million. Tha t' s
35 percent or so l ess than what was predicted.. . what wa s
guaranteed on this floor and other places. The World-Herald did
i t s an nu a l s t o r y i n J a nu a r y o n p r op e r t y t ax e s , a n d t h e t he m e o f
the story is about how property taxes went up a gain in t he
previous year. But the property tax administrator noted that
property taxes did not go up as much as expected, especially
when state aid was trimmed by $22 million. So the question was
asked, why? Wh y d i d n ' t t hat ha p p en ? One of t he of f i c i al s i n
t he P ro p e r t y Tax Di v i s i on sai d , wel l , I can t e l l you w h a t
happened. The local districts sized up the s ituation and
rea l i ze d , we l l , n ow , wa i t a mi nu t e . We ' re no t au t oma t i c a l l y
g et t i n g t h a t ma t ch i ng s t a t e d o l l a r f o r an y l o c a l do l l a r we
spend. This is for the equalized districts that are encouraged
to spend more. Any spending growth, we' re going to have to pay
for it ourselves? We ll, then, wait a minute. We' re going to
have to be more conservative. We' re going to have to r e in
ourselves in. We ' re going to have to show more f iscal
discipline. Bingo. There it is right there, friends. S tate
aid f u e l s l oc a l sp e n d i ng . I ' m goi n g t o r un r i ght i n t he f ace o f
the misconception and tell you that in many cases property taxes
are higher because of state aid. Look what happened. We took
some away and the districts didn't spend as much because, well,
if they' re not going to play the matching game for us and match
us dol l a r f or dol l ar , t hen w e d o n ' t w a n t t o p l ay . I f you go out
and te l l you r cons t i t uen t s f l at out st at e a i d i s p r oper t y t ax
rel i e f , you ar e t e l l i ng t hem a f a l seh o od. I f you go ou t and
t el l y o u r c o n s ti t ue n t s , do n ' t w o r r y a b ou t conso l i da t i ng or at
least sharing administration; don't worry about becoming more
ef f i c i e n t , j u st sp e n d mo r e mo n ey b e c a u s e t h e s t a t e i s g o i n g t o
match i t d o l l a r f o r d o l l a r dow n t he r o ad ; I t h i n k y ou ' r e t e l l i n g
them ba d pub l i c po l i cy , but yo u ' re t e l l i ng t hem t h e t r u t h , at
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