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increases in spending that we could in normal times or at le ast
different times. On the other hand, he's saying we should make
changes i n t h e f o r mu l a t h a t ma ke t h e r e su l t l o o k r i d i cu l o u s ,
arbitrary changes, changes that cause us to vary from the main
c oncept i n t he f or m u l a t h a t r eq u i r e s u s t o ke e p a c t u a l spen d i n g
author i t y cons i s t e n t w i t h n e ed s c a l c u l a t i o n i n t he f o rm u l a . To
me, I interpret that as directly opposite of honest. That is
doing so met h i n g t o t r y t o ma k e a p o l i t i ca l or ot he r poi nt , bu t
not on e t ha t r e p r e se n t s g o o d f i sc a l ma n a g ement . L B 54 0 , t he way
it is, represents good fiscal management in dire times. I'm not
a rgu in g t o y o u t h a t i t i s ea sy o r s i mp l e o r c o nv e n i e n t f o r
schools to do this. Th ey'd rather not, but they have agreed,
given the situation we' re in, to do what is being proposed in
LB 540 . To make t h i s so r t of a chang e , I t h i nk def i ni t el y
weakens our effort to make the signal to schools that that is
what we need to do , p lus I wo uld argue that it definitely
f i sca l l y i m p a ct s s c h oo l a i d i n t he f ut ur e . Wel l , I guess , as
Senator Maxwell has agreed. He wants to make it look like it' s
so expensive as to be unreasonable once you get in the out year.
Well, if you do this kind of thing and maybe some others, it
would look irresponsible. If you don't do this, it is still
tough and we m y have to make some additional decisions, or
a ddit i o na l chan g es , i f you wi l l . I n f ac t , I ' m not op p o sed t o
that. I' ve recomnended or tried to suggest several changes in
the needs calculation. But I think those changes need to be in
the direction of being fiscally responsible, not fiscally
i r r espons i b l e . So wi t h t hat , aga i n I hope i t ma d e i t c l ear
again that I oppose this amendment. Thank you.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Raikes. Senator M axwell,
on the Bourne amendment to LB 540.

SENATOR MAXWELL: Thank you, Mr. President. We ll, we' re talking
a bout s t a t e a i d a n d I wa n t t o mak e a c r u c i a l po i n t a b ou t s t a t e
aid It ties in with the larger budget issues we' re wrestling
with . Act ua l l y , I wa n t t o d r i v e a st ak e t h r o u g h t h e h ea r t o f a
misconception about state aid, and I'm not picking on anybody
because I he l d t h i s sa me mi sconcept i o n mysel f w he n I ca me i n t o
t his b o dy . Bu t I ' v e b e e n wa t c h i n g t h i s f or m u l a w or k f or t hr ee
years on the Education C ommittee, and it's time to tell the
t r u t h a b o u t i t an d i t ' s t i me f o r t h e r e st o f t h e b o dy t o f ac e u p
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