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Legislature i n fo ur years would be free to reduce the
appropriation or incr ease the appropriation to whatever level
they like. How the formula works, and again Senator Raikes c an
correct me as I 'm fairly new to the Education Comnittee, I'm
t rying to establish this. Bu t i t al lows needs to g row at
2.5 p e r c e n t a ye a r . I n my op e n i n g I t a 3k e d ab o u t 3 pe r c en t t o
try t o r ou n d i t a nd may b e t h a t ' s co n f u s i n g . Bu t we ' r e say i n g i n
t he formula needs grow e very yea r at 2 .5 percent. Senato r
R aikes . . .and then th ere are , of co urse, some other ways that
needs can increase, like he mentioned, in creased e n rollment,
things of tha t nature. But what Senator Raikes' amendment to
LB 540 does, and again I agr ee w it h the gene ral con cept o r
general premise o f LB 54 0 and I' ll support it, regardless of
what happens here, I'm just suggesting that when Senator Raikes,
or in LB 540, that it holds the growth or th e needs to zero ,
t ha t ' s a r t i f i c i a l . We d on ' t . . . we h av e n ' t c h an g e d a n yt h i ng a s i t
relates to cont rolling costs. We have just artificially said
that yo u r gr owt h ca n on l y b e ze r o . S o a s I me n t i o ne d , a s su mi n g
state aid to scho ols is $50 0 million a year , well, by the
y ear 2005, that w i l l ha v e grown a t 2 .5 percent e ach yea r
compounded, s o about $550 million. But we' re still saying the
needs are $500 million. So just because we say the needs are a
certain number, t hat doe sn't m ean th ey are . Again , we' re
artificially holding down the needs. And what I'm suggesting is
at least allow us to track it so we know what the needs would be
in four years. When we talked about this on General File, I had
menti o ne d t h i s a n a l og y . An d we ha v e a f u n d t h a t a t o ne t i me
Senator Vrtiska was very involved in. It 's the 309 Fund, and it
goes t o f u n d i n g ou r st a t e bu i l d i ng s . An d we ma d e a comm i t m en t
t o pu t a ce r t a i n am o u n t o f mo n e y i n t h a t f u n d an d , o f c ou r s e ,
tha t ' s ch a ng e d ov e r t i me a s ou r bu d g e t s i t u a t i o n ha s
deteriorated, and we haven't put as much money into that fund as
we shou l d h av e . We l l , t ho se b u i l d i ng s ar e s t i l l d i l a p i d a t ed a nd
st i l l ne ed re p a i r , s o e v en i f we say t h a t by t ak i ng mo n e y a way ,
even if we say that those repairs aren't needed, they' re still
there. And that's what I'm suggesting i n an anal ogy to the
s tat e a i d f o r mu l a . We ha v e s a i d , a n d we ha v e p ut i n t o ou r
formula some years ago, ten years ago I guess it was, that needs
will grow at 2.5 percent per year, a very mod est rate. And
again, if there's a n increase i n the enrol lment, that can
c hange . Bu t wh a t I ' m sa y i n g i s t h a t L B 5 4 0 , t h r o ug h t he
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