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through the formula. School districts are relying on it. We' re
saying that's going to be our share of the load that we' re going
to carry for K-12 funding. We should honor whatever our formula
is. We can't just change the dials and change the settings from
year to year to accommodate our problems. The other reason I
support it, and this might sound a little disingenuous perhaps,
but I support it because it highlights what I think the problem
is . And ot h e r f o l k s h av e me n t i o n e d t he nu mb e r s . I ' l l j u st
review them re al quickly. W ithout the Bourne amendment, state
aid t o s c h o o l s i s pr oj ec t e d to gr ow a t $150 mi l l i on i n f i s cal
year '05-06, first year of the next biennium, o r th e ou t y e a r s
as we call them. One hundred fifty million without the Bou rne
amendment, and w ithout th e Bou rne amendment over that next
biennium, nearly $400 million of growth in state aid to schools.
With the Bourne amendment, at least on yo ur sheet here that
gives you the run ning totals, state aid to schools will go up
$200 million in fiscal year ' 05-06 , and then nearly $500 million
over the biennium, the next biennium, not the on we' re working
on now. At least that's the promise we' re going to be making.
That's the conanitment our formula says we have to honor. So
quit e f r ank l y , t hat ' s one of t he r easo ns I suppo r t t h i s
amendment. I t ' s sor t of a t r u t h i n s t at e ai d amen dment .
Remember what we' re doing. In the budget we' re working on now,
we' re going to artificially, arbitrarily squash down the growth
in state aid according to our formula, and them, boom, in the
third year it pops back up, $150 million, $200 million, whatever
it's going to be. And it goes on and on, up from there. S o I
support this amendment because if we' re going to have a formula,
we should honor it and because also it really tells us the truth
about w h a t we ' re g oi n g t o be f ac i n g i n t e rms o f a f i scal shoc k
wave down the road for state aid. Thank you, Mr. President.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you , Sen ator Ma xwell. (Vis i t o r s
introduced.) On wit h discussion of the Bourne amendment,
S enator Bour ne .

SENATOR BOURNE: Thank you, Mr. President and members. I want
to follow up a little bit on what Senator Raikes had said there.
While i t wi l l ch a n ge t h e n um be r i n t h e o u t ye a r s , t h e r e i s n o
change to t h e f un d i n g r e q u i r e ments . So t hi s am endment w i l l not
require us to sp end any additional funds and, of course, the
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