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I don't t hink tha t's co nsistent w ith the me ssag e we ' re
portraying here. The message is t hat this is, in fact, a
fiscally severe situation. We need to re strict spending.
Schools ar e go i ng t o , and ha v e b e en w i l l i ng , t o pa r t i ci pa t e i n
that. They' re going to hold spending increases down. A@i even
without this amendment, there would be an increase in the growth
rate back to 2.5 percent once we get into the...

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR RAI KES : . . . ou t bi e n n i um . Th a t i s a l r e a dy pr ov i de d f or
i n LB 540. With this amendment, that first year g rowth rate ,
instea d of goi ng t o 2 . 5 pe r c e n t , wou l d g o up , I be l i e v e ,
to...the cost growth factor, I should say, would go u p to
6 percent. I think that simply is, again, a fiscal impact that
we cannot withstand. It is also inconsistent with the message
that w e ' re tr y i ng t o pu t out he r e , and I t h i nk on e t h a t t he
schools in the state, the public schools in the st ate, have
accepted. Thi s is something that certainly it's difficult, but
it's something that they realize the situation we' re in, they
are willing to participate on this basis. I would mention also
that t h ere i s at l eas t a t echn i ca l poi nt , whi ch ma y not be
important to a lot of people but it is to me, and that is that
we have tried very hard, and I think have been successful in our
state a i d f o r mula, o f hav i n g a con n e c t i o n . . .

SENATOR CUDABACK: T i me .

SENATOR RAIKES: Thank you. Di d you say time?

SENATOR CUDABACK: I d id, Senator Raikes.

SENATOR RAIKES: Ok a y . Th ank y ou .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Sorry. Senato r Maxw ell, on the Bourn e
amendment.

SENATOR MAXWELL: Than k you, Mr. President. I ri se in support
of the Bourne amendment for two reasons. One , as I ' ve said
b efore , i f we ' r e goi ng t o ha v e a s t at e a i d f or m u l a, t he n w e
should honor it. We should make the promise that we' re keeping
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