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handing o u t a ch a r t t h a t wi l l h e l p i l l u s t r a t e t h i s , a n d ma y b e
wit h s ome q u e s t i o n s we ca n k i nd o f f l e sh t h i s ou t a b i t . Bu t
say, for example, spending was, in the year 2002 to state aid to
school s wa s , say , $500 mi l l i o n . Under t h e Ra i k e s
f ormula , . . . w h i c h , agai n , I suppor t . I not c r i t i c i z i ng t h at .
I'm just offering maybe a way that we can track this a little
bit differently. Und er the Raikes formula, that $500 million
would remain stagnant for the next four y ears. And wha t my
amendment would do would actually track the rate of growth over
t he four years. So, say, we had 3 percent growth, and in t he
year 2002 we had $ 500 million worth of state aid to schools.
And it's actually more than that but I'm trying to keep the
numbers round. Well, in 2003, if you' ve calculated at 3 percent
rate of g rowth, we w ould have state aid at $515 million, and
t hen i n 2 0 0 4 i t wou l d b e r ou g h l y $ 5 3 1 m i l l i o n , a nd t h en i n 2 0 0 5 ,
assuming again a 3 percent rate of growth, i t wou ld be about
$550 million. And so what, again, my amendment does is allow us
to track what that growth would have been instead of just saying
that, at the end of three years, it still. . . or e x c u s e me , a t t h e
end of fo ur years, it's still $500 million. So again, it does
not c h a ng e t h e a pp r o p r i a t i o n . I t s i mp l y a l l ows u s t o t r a ck wha t
that appropriation would have been. And while Senator Raikes, I
apprec i a t e t h e wo r k t h at h e h a s d o ne on LB 5 4 0 i n h e l p i n g
minimi z e t h e i mp a c t on s ch o o l s a nd o n o u r c h i l d r e n , t h e r e a l i t y
is, is that LB 540 doesn't control costs whatsoever. It just
implies that it does. So if our spending today is $500 million
a year on TEEOSA, even though the needs increase over th e next
f ou r ye a r s , f o u r y e a r s f r om n o w o u r b a se wi l l s t i l l b e
$500 million. And so all I'm allowing...or all I'm a sking for
u nder t h i s ame n d ment , a n d a g a i n i t i s c on f u s i n g , i s t o a l l ow u s
t o track what that growth would have been over th e fo ur ye ar s
r athe r t h an a c t u a l l y f u n d i t . Now t h a t ' s i t i n a nu t sh e l l . I f
you have any questions, I'd be happy t o try to answe r the m .
T hank y o u .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Th a n k y o u , Sen a t o r Bou r n e . Yo u ' v e hea r d t h e
opening on AM1757 to LB 540 . Open for disc ussion on that
motion. Senator Raikes, followed by Senator Maxwell.

SENATOR RAIKES : Thank you , Nr. President and members of the
Legislature. Senator Bourne's amendment, he ha s exp lained it
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