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year , t ha t k i nd o f l ays out som e b e n e f i t s a n d d r a wbacks and
analyzes the s ystem that we h ave in place, both needs,
resources, pros and cons, and figures out where we s hould be
headed in the state of Nebraska. Thank you, Nr. Speaker.

SPEAKER BRONIN: Thank you, Senator Erdman. Senator Engel.

SENATOR ENGEL: Nr. Speaker, members of the body, Senator Jensen
came up with some very good points. And like he says, he's not
trying to get rid of schools themselves. But as far as so many
of these smaller counties, where there's schools within ten
miles of each other, and so f orth, you could certainly
consol i d a t e adm in i st r at i o n . I ' ve al way s . . . I ' v e p r e a ched t h i s
for years and years and years. I think we have some very good
administrators in the state of Nebraska. But I think we' re
over-admin i s t e r e d . You k n ow , i n . . . l i ke , i n t he cou n t y I l i ve ,
we have just two school districts in my county. Th ey' re
probably eight miles apart. A nd we need the two d ifferent
schools , because of the makeup of t he
geographies...demographics, and so forth. S o as far as the
structures and so f orth, we can still have this district and
that district. Bu t we could have on e sch ool su p erintendent.
Like, you us ed to have the county superintendent, and then, of
course, you had our superintendents, and so forth. But I do
think we could just have one superintendent and have a principal
in each school. Dix on C ounty, which I have all of now...I
didn' t u s e d t o ha v e , j us t p ar t o f i t . . .now, up t her e , t hey
are...there's tw o of the school d istricts are sharing
administration. T here's one school district up there has a
part-time superintendent. So they' re working towards...in that
d i r e c t i on . Bu t I d o t h i n k t h a t t h a t ' s wh a t we h a v e t o wo r k on .
Because like he...like Senator Jensen said, we have more school
dis t r i c t s i n t he s t at e of Ne b r a sk a f o r o u r po p u l a t i o n t han any
s tat e i n t h e u n i o n . An d I b e l i e v e i n a g o od e du ca t i o n , a n d I
believe in good tea chers, an d I beli eve tha t's t h e m ost
important legacy we can give our children, is a good education.
I . . . ever y t i me I t a l k t o an y o n e ab ou t ed u c a t i o n , a g oo d
educat i o n , i f y o u g e t a g oo d e du c a t i o n , a n d wi t h a l i t t l e
g umption, you can do anything anybody else ca n do , no matt e r
whzt your soc ial or eco nomic background, because not only it
improves your l ife as far as monetarily, bu t it imp roves

6324


