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going to be able to adequately educate their students for them
to go on and compete in this big, wide world that we' re living
in. It was brought to my attention just today that many schools
offer a given mandatory subject once in a year. One period is
all that's offered. And if a student can't get that into their
schedule , t h e y d o n ' t g et i t a t t hat poi n t . And so we ' re goi ng
t o r u n i n t o t h e d i l e m ma t h a t ma n y sc ho o l s , a n d t h e y d o n ' t h av e
t o necessarily be smaller; they could be as much as tw o a n d
three hundred in a di strict, are not going to get adequately
educate d t o f ac e t o d ay ' s a nd to mo r r ow ' s ch a l l e n g e s . I t ' s o n e o f
t he reasons t h a t I ' d m a k e a s t r o n g p i t ch f or ade q u at e f u n d i n g t o
K-12 and higher ed as we go forward. And it doe s obv iously
become a b u d g e t a r y i s su e . So pa r t o f t he s t ud y wi l l s ho w . . . wi l l
t r y t o g e t ev e n t u a l l y at t he e f f i c i e n cy o f de l i v e r y , an d i t ma y
not make everybody happy. And there's some t h at's ch allenging
this and say it's a consolidation. We can go at that many ways.
One i s j u s t t o s i mp l y b l e ed or t a ke awa y r e so u r c e s o f s c ho o l s ,
a nd no t . . .and have them forced into that. Bu t I 'm try ing to
look at it this way, to see what it takes to adequately provide
the e d u c a t i o n t h a t c h i l d r e n a l l ov e r t h e s t a t e n e e d ; n o t j u s t i n
t he l a r ge r c i t i es , wh i c h h av e t h e i r o w n p r o b l e ms , bu t t hose i n
rural areas that are shrinking in population but still have a
mandate to adequately educate those kids. And so I'm proposing
t h i s st ud y . An d I t h i nk no w i t ' s g o i ng t o e nd up i n a
r esolu t i o n f o r m r a t h e r t h a n a bi l l , beca u s e I ' m n o t goi n g t o be
able t o g e t my L B 6 8 0 u p he r e a t a l l , e v e n t ho u g h i t ' s
prio r i t i ze d . And i t p r ob a b l y d o e s n ' t r eal l y f i t . I don ' t wan t
to bog down LB 540 in that discussion, but believe there will be
s ome so r t o f a st u d y t h i s sum m er. I d o n ' t k n ow h ow b r o a d i t
wil l b e . I i n t e nd f o r i t t o b e a s b r o a d a s p o s s i b l e . Ri gh t
now, maybe do it in two or three sections, one to determine what
i s . . .

SPEAKER BRONN: One minute.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: .. .essential education for our young people.
Two, t h e n h o w i s t h a t b e st p r o v i d e d i t i n a mo s t e f f i c i e n t way ?
And then, th ree, ho w are we going to fina nce it and get
more. . .wring more value out of the d o llars tha t we spe n d on
education? Some will misread that. In fact, I' ve already got
e nough e-mai l s t o sh o w t h a t t h e y t hi nk I ' m l ook i n g a t man d a t o r y
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