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A ctual l y , my r eal goa l i n t h i s i s t hat . . .S e n a to r Wehrbei n h a s ,
as his p riority bill, a stu dy of schools and their possible
consolidation in the state of N ebraska. I th ink that th is
shoul d p r o b ab l y b e do n e i n t he f o r m o f a s t ud y , t o l o o k a t i t
However , I wo u l d l i k e t o g e t som e c o n i nen t f r o m t h e b o d y h e r e a s
to h o w you f ee l ab o u t t hi s par t i cu l ar s i t uat i on . And t he n w e
can. . . I m a y p u l l t h e b i l l . I p r o b ab l y wi l l . Or p u l l t h e
a mendment , b u t I wou l d l i k e t o l e av e i t o p e n f o r som e c o n Inent s
f or a f ew m in u t e s . Wi t h t h a t , I wo u l d r e t u r n t h e r e s t o f my
time back to the Chair. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

S PEAKER BROMM : Thank you , Senator Jensen . Sena t o r Wehrbein .

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Mr . Spe aker and members of the body, that
b il l i s LB 68 0. And I wou l d not . . .p r e f e r not t o ca l l i t a
consol i d a t i o n bi l l , a l t hou g h ma n y wi l l t al k abo u t i t . Mi ne
really is talking about effectiveness of delivery to...the
proper subject matter to students across the state. I' m
l ooking . . . i t ' s i n a p r i or i t y bi l l t hat ' s no t go i n g t o be hear d
t hi s yea r . I ' m ' oying w i t h t he i de a o f m a k i n g a l eg i s l at i ve
r eso l u t i o n t o h av e t he s t u d y . Th a t wi l l b e t h e i ssu e . Bu t
we' re go i n g t o s t a r t wi t h . . . i n my . . . a t t h i s p o i n t n o ~ , we ' r e
still in the process of refining it, and I'm working with
Senato r Ra i k e s o n t h i s , b u t t o l o o k a t t he i s su e o f ad e qu a c y o f
subjects , i f you w i l l , f or ma ny , n o t on l y s m a l l sch o o l s a n ymore ,
but even getting into larger small schools, if you will. If you
remember Ernie Goss's report, 49 and a half per cent sc hool
districts in Nebraska have under 100 students. W yoming, the
state o f Wyoming , ha s n o ne . So we do have a l ot o f schoo l
districts in the s tate. But the di lenlna is now, even as
important as I...the financing issue is, is the fact that many
schools are not adequately providing the curriculum that their
students need, because of various pressures. And I'm as
concerned about that as I am about the financing side. And
t hat ' s t h e wa y I pr op o s e t o s t a r t t he s t ud y , i s t o l ook at t he
delivery of these subject matter to the various students, and
the fact that...it's a point I' ve alluded to in the past on this
floor, not very long ago, in f act, as w e p ut ou r b udget
together. As rural Nebraska shrinks in population, and it's a
t rend t ha t i s goi n g o n w h e t he r w e l i ke i t o r no t , and I ' v e used
a lot of those figures, but the point is many schools are not
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