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m eans t h a t we h a v e a pp r o x i m a te l y 3 , 0 0 0 p e o p l e f o r ea ch s ch o o l
district. We look at our surrounding states. Color ado has
25,000; Missouri, 10,800; Wyoming, 10,387; Kansas, 8,900; Iowa,
7 ,008 ; So u t h Dak o t a , 4 , 0 0 3 . An d t h e f a c t i s t ha t Neb r a s k a h a s
the lowest number of students per school d i strict of an' state
in the nation. It is the lowest. The bill does not necessarily
address the number o f sch ool dis tricts directly. It do es,
however, encourage consolidation of s chool ad ministrators and
administrations. The bill a l lows for a dministration f or
counties in different population segments. Senator Brashear has
o f te n g i v e n y o u t h e s t a t i s t i cs . I ' l l r u n t h o se b a c k t h r o u g h f o r
y ou. We have 11 counties in the state o f Nebraska with les s
than 1,000 p e ople. We have 35 counties in Nebraska with less
than 5,000. We have 65 counties in the state of N ebraska w i th
less than 10,000. And so what I did is work out a ratic that if
you have 1,000 or less people in y our county, you will be
allowed one school administration, no matter how many d istricts
you have . If you have 5,000, two; 10,000, four; 6,000, six;
20,000 or mo re, a max im um o f e igh t adm inistration u n its.
Admin i s t r a t i o n i s de f i ne d a s on e su p e r i n t e n d e n t , o n e p r i n c i p a l ,
o ne school building, and then the necessary support s taff, a n d
any other po sitions a pproved b y the school boa rd, such as
assistant superintendents and assistant principles. Currently,
there are seve ral states around the nation that are looking at
ways to consolidate their school systems in one way or a nother,
i nc l u d i n g t h e su r r ou n d i n g s t a t es o f So u t h Dak o t a , I ow a, Ka n s a s .
And i t wo u l d b e u n f o r t u na t e i f Ne b r as k a d o e s n ot a l s o l o o k a t
conso l i da t i on a l t e r n a t i v e s . I mi g h t me n t i, o n t h a t i n t he I o wa
legislature this year. . .and I don't know whether i t pas sed or
not; as you are aware, they adjourned early...they were saying
that any school district less than 200 students must merge. In
Arkansas, th ey had , I believe, 328 school districts. Governor
Hucakabee was asking that they reduce that down to 1 21. W ith
that in m ind , I f eel that in looking at our costs, we' re.. .we
h ave a . . .teacher pay is at a very low figure, forty-third in the
nation, and yet our cost per p upils are up around the 21 in t h e
nation, tells me there's a lot of administration cost that is
w ithin our schools. And by this, I would h ope th a t we coul d
change t h a t . Co i n c i de n t a l l y , I d i d g e t a re p o r t f r om t he
Nebraska R u r a l Co mmuni t y Sc h o o l s As so c i a t i o n t h a t , o f a l l o f t he
s chool s i n t h a t a s so c i a t i o n , o n l y e i g h t wo u l d b e a f f e c t e d .
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