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we go t o t h e p e o p l e o n e v e r y i ss u e l i ke t hi s , I t hi nk we ' r e
doing a disservice. It 's governing by mob rule. And I might
also question the...as I understand the process, the Revenue
Committee did k i ll the bills. But I also believe that that' s
when ci t i e s a n d c o u n t i e s w er e l o o k i n g a t a 10 per ce n t cu t i n
state aid . L ife i s different today than it was in committee.
Again, cities are facing a 32 percent cut this year . That
amounts t o ab o u t a 54 p e r ce nt cu t o v e r t h e l a s t t wo an d a h a l f
sessions. Counties are looking at 39 percent cut this session.
And all they are asking for is the right or the authority to
increase by one percent spending by a supermajority vote of
their governing boards. So it would take. . . t h ey ' r e a l l o w e d t wo
and a half percent. Supermajority vote, they can g o to thre e
and a half percent. They are asking for four and a half percent
b y s u p e rmajo r i t y vo t e . I t ' s abou t al l ow i n g t h o s e c ommuni t i e s
a nd/or counties that are receiving revenues in excess o f thei r
spendin g a u t h o r i t y , a l l owi ng t h em t o s pe n d up t o f o u r an d a h a l f
percent by a supermajority vote. Again, Nr. Speaker, thank you
very much. I urge the adoption of AN1660.

SPEAKER BRONN: Thank you, Senator Nines. Senator Janssen.

SENATOR JANSSEN: Thank you, Nr. Speaker, members of th e bod y .
Senato r Ni n e s t o uc h ed o n a su b j e c t t h e r e t h a t . . .wh a t i s
happening. You know, the cities are going to b e fa cing a
3 2 percen t r educ t i on i n t he i r s t a t e ai d ; cou n t i e s , 39 p e r c e n t .
That's a far cry from what some of the entities are being left
with . You have t o r eme mber , as I sai d be f or e , t hat t h i s
wouldn't be a majority vote. It would be a supermajority vote;
75 percent w ould have to a gree on d oing this. And it
j us t . . . i t ' s k i nd of mi n d - b ogg l i n g t o m e t h a t he re we s i t wi t h
counties, and especially my county, and cities who probably run
some of t h e t i gh t e s t b u d g et s o f a n y pol i t i cal sub d i v i si o n i n t he
state. I mean, that...those are the...those are two entities
that are probably closer to the constituents than anything else.
They' re high profile. They work very closely with their dollars
t hat t h e y h a ve . The y ' r e t i gh t . (Laug h ) Let ' s put i t t hat way .
And for being so, they are, in my opinion, being scrutinized by
not be in g a b l e t o u se t ho s e f u n ds , t ho s e r es t r i c t ed f unds t hat
a re n o t . . . tha t a r e a v a i l ab l e t o t h e m, a n d t h ey c a n ' t u se t h em .
Now, Senator Johnson, I know you' ve got a problem in Kearney.
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