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SENATOR RAIKES : Well, per haps, you know, somewhat the same
argument. And you m a y k now more of these than I, because I
r eal l y d i dn ' t g et he re w h il e . . .or wasn't here when a lot of this
mechanism was put into place. But basically, it is a control on
spending growth for local governments. It relates to property
t axes , cer t a i n l y , but i t i s a l i mi t on t he am o un t a l oca l
government entity can grow its budget, without, as Senator
Redfield has pointed out, special permission through a vote from
i t s t a x p ayer s .

SENATOR BEUTLER: O k ay. A n d it's because they have tax sources
o ther t h a n p r op e r t y t ax e s t h a t i t b e c om e s i m p o rt a nt wi t h r eg a r d
t o s ome p o l i t i ca l su b d i v i s i o n s ?

SENATOR RA I K ES : An i mp o r t a n t o n e , f o r e x am p l e , f o r c i t i e s , a s
you wel l k n ow , i s sal e s t ax .

SENATOR BEUTLER: Ok a y . Th a nk y ou .

SPEAKER BRONN: Thank you, Senator Beutler and S enator Ra ikes.
Senator Raikes, your light is next.

SENATOR RAIKES: Okay . Thank you, Nr. Speaker and members. I
t hank S e n a t o r Re d f i e l d f o r h e r c om men t s , a n d a l so f o r r a i s i n g
the issue with our esteemed Speaker about the number of votes
required. And I assume that contemplation process is ongoing.
I would j u st, ag a in, re mind that this amendment really does
nothing with schools. It deals with other government entities.
And n ot o n l y d o e sn ' t i t de a l wi t h s c ho o l s ; i t g o e s i n t h e
opposit e d i r ec t i on f or t hose ot her gover n ment ent i t i es t hat
we' re going for schools. And there are two...and I forgot to
mention last time that LB 540 pushes the basic allowable growth
rate for schools from two and a half down to zero. And it also
makes a zero basic allowable growth rate for community colleges.
So both o f t he sc h oo l s ys t ems t h a t a r e i nvol v e d i n t hi s b i l l ,
the effort is clearly to reduce spending authority, and I think
you would agree for good reason. In the times we' re in, that' s
the direction we need to be going. This amendment would take
t he b i l l f or t hes e o t h e r s u b d i v is i o n s i n exac t l y t he oppos i t e
direction. We h ave a forum for these sorts of discussions and
for these sorts of issues. I t's the Revenue Committee. The

6312


