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based on shortage of state aid and what have you.

S ENATOR MI NE S : You know, in m y op inion, it addresses
communities like Kearney. They' re the poster child. I b elieve
Norfolk may ha v e the same p ro blems, in tha t they' re maybe
d ifferent, because some cities and counties are a t the i r lev y
limit of 45 cents, or 50 cents if they have an agreement,
interjurisdictional agreement. But w ith the sa l e s ta x, if
revenues suddenly gro w, then those communities c a n' t...and
usually they grow because of growth in the community. T hey
can't spend those on the i nfrastructure to offset.. .so t h a t
they' re...they' re cut both ways. T hey' re bound by a two a nd
a half percent s pending c ap. A nd t hen they have growth that
t hey n ee d t o a d d r e s s , an d t he y j u s t c a n ' t d o t h a t .

SENATOR SMITH: Okay. Th ank you. T hank you, Mr. Speaker.

SPEAKER BROMM : Thank you , Sen ator Smi th, Se nator M i nes.
Senator Red f i e l d .

SENATOR REDFIELD: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, members of the body.
Kearney did have a unique problem. And that's why th e Rev enue
Committe e a ct u a l l y s a t o n t ha t b i l l fo r a t i me , l oo k i n g fo r a
solution for Kearney, but reluctant to provide an avenue for
spending g r ow th t hat woul d be uni ve r s al ac r oss a l l t he
municipalities. Rec ognizing that the public was asking
government t o be w ise and frugal in their spending growth, we
were re l u c t a n t t o go t he r out e of al l owi ng fo u r and a hal f
percent growth for all m unicipalities and, as this amendment
does, actually all governmental units. The bills were killed
because w e d i dn ' t f i nd a sol u t i on t h a t on l y ad d r e s sed Kearney.
But there is a solution that exists that the R e venue Co mmittee
was aware of, a nd that s olution lies totally under local
control. The Legislature has given the authority to local
boards to go to t he public and ask for a vote to override the
budget l i d . They c a n a l s o g o t o t he p u b l i c a n d a s k fo r a vot e
to override th e levy lid. They ' re two separate issues. They
could ask for both, or one or the othe r. Loca l gover nment
authorities can do that now. We as ked them why they did not.
I f you a s a c i t y cou l d g o t o you r peo p le an d s a y , l ook , w e d o n ' t
have to raise your property taxes; we just want to s p end the se
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