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employees and programs that those employees provide for the
students. But, I mean, does a last resort go to the extent that
if yo u hav en't eliminated everything else before you' ve
eliminated that position? Is that...?

SENATOR BOURNE: I think, pretty much. N ow , I want to rem ind
you t hat 'as a l a st r esor t ' was l ang u age f r o m t h e e x i s t i ng
s tatu te , e x c ep t t h a t i t i s . . . t he o r i gi n a l l ang u age s a i d ' I t i s
t he i nt en t ' , and now t he ame n dment woul d s a y ' sha l l ' . But
again, I think it is as a last resort. I t's to r emind those
p eople se t t i ng t he budge t s t ha t . . .o f t he r ea s o n t h a t t he y ' r e
there, and that's to educate the kids. And so m e of th ese
ancillary services and items don't necessarily go towards
educat i n g t he k i d s . And I wan t t h em t o ma k e su r e t h a t t h e
education is paramount.

SENATOR ERDMAN: Oka y . I don ' t d i sag r e e w i t h y o u t h a t t hat i s
obviou s l y i n o u r e x i s t i ng s t a t u t e . I wo u l d , h owe v e r , t h i n k t ha t
t hat w o u l d b e a l i t t l e b i t o f a co n c e r n , n ow t h a t we ' r e ch a n g i n g
t he i n t e nt o f t he l an g ua ge t h a t ' s t he r e f r om a l eg i s l a t i v e
intent to an actual mandate that should be carried out, and the
quest i o n i s t h e i mp l em e n t a t i o n o f t h a t . T he l a s t t h i ng t h a t I
guess I' ll ask y ou is it s e ems to me that your arguments in
favor o f this would lead me to believe that you h a ve a bigger
problem with t h e amount of money being spent on administration
throughout the state than probably the decisions that are made
actually by the school boards. Is that a fair...?

SENATOR BOURNE : I don 't kno w if a 'problem' is an accurate
s ta t ement , an d I d o n ' t wa n t t o q u i b b l e o v e r wo r d s . Bu t t h a t i s
something that I' ve been concerned about for a number of years.
We had a b i l l s a cou p l e o f yea r s a g o , L B 3 0 5 , a n d I d i d f i l e an
amendment on there that would require school years to reduce the
number of admi n i s t r at o rs ove r a per i od o f t i m e. And I t h i nk
t here ' s o t h e r p e o p l e i n t he b o d y t h a t ha v e r eco g n i z e d t hat we
a re a n ad m i n i s t r a t o r - h e a v y st a t e . An d I . . . i f I c ou l d t a k e j u s t
anothe r se c o n d o f y ou r t i me , Se n a t o r Er dma n , I j u s t wa n t t o
reiterate, because when I said this earlier I kind of muffed it
a little bit. The state of Nebraska has two h u ndred an d ...or,
excuse m e, t h e s t a t e o f Ut a h , wh i c h i s s i mi l a r i n dem o g r a p h ic s
to Nebraska, has 204.8 teachers for every administrator, whereas
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