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FLOOR DEBATE

L B 5 4 0Nay 7 , 2 0 0 3

N ebrask a L eg i s l a t u r e . I wa s re c e i v i ng e- ma i l s o n i t o n
April 22, and it wasn't filed until Nay 1. So I apologize that
your thunder was stolen a little bit, Senator B ourne. Bu t I
would l i ke t o a sk y ou a co up l e o f q u e s t i o n s , i f y o u wo u l d y i e l d .

SPEAKER BRONN: Se n a t o r Bo u r n e .

SENATOR BOURNE: Ye s .

SENATOR ERDNAN: Fi rst, let me say that I would agree with your
intent. I do have some questions about how do we get the re .
How would thi s affect a n y sch ool d is trict t h at's making a
decision today? R IF notices had to be out by A pri l 15, and
those could largely be argued as a result of action taken by the
L egis l a t u r e u n d e r TE EOSA. Wo u l d t h i s b e r e t r o a c t i v e ?

SENATOR BOURNE: No . T h i s . . .

SENATOR ERDNAN: ( Inaud i b l e )

S ENATOR BO U RNE : . . .amendment would not affect the districts
that have already made cuts that were of that nature.

SENATOR ERDNAN: Okay. S o the impetus for this is t h at you ' re
trying to add ress not thi s yea r's bu dget for schools, but
p robably n ex t y e a r ' s b u d g e t ?

SENATOR BOURNE: I ' m t r y i ng . . . r i g h t . I t ' s . . . I 'm t r y i n g t o say
that w h e n t h e cu t s t a k e e f f ec t t h a t ar e go i n g t o c u t . . a r e g o i ng
to come th rough our appropriations package, and modified
somewhat by LB 540, when those cuts take place, t his am endment
be also in place in order to minimize the cuts to the classroom.
Or, as Senator Smith said, to the front line, if you will.

S ENATOR ERDNAN: Okay. Ok ay, I' ll ask you another question. On
l i n e 7 o f y o u r ame n d ment , a f t e r ' expense s ' , i t s a y s ' as a l a s t
resort.' Is that a concern, as far as how do we define that? I
mean, could the argument b e made , wh at Sen ator We hrbein is
saying and wh a t Sen ator Cunningham is saying, about.. . I g u e s s
y our opinion is it should be tight, we should be restricted, w e
should be for cing de cisions to be made outside of the actual
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