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a s f a r a s a p h i l o s op h i c al p o i n t o f v i e w on wh e r e t o v o t e on t h i s
bill, where do w e stand philosophically, and I have to agree
with t h e p h i l o so p h i c a l b a s i s an d t h a t i s t h e s t a t e m e n t t ha t we
make that cuts in education need to be made as far away from the
classroom as possible. I too have had concerns shared with me
verbatim to what Senator Stuhr h as sha red­-it will t ie our
hands. I guess, Senator Bourne, would you submit to a question'?

SPEAKER BROMM: Senator Bourne, would you yield, please?

SENATOR BOURNE: Absolutely.

SENATOR COMBS : Could you .. .as far as re sponding t o that
question, can I pass that question on to you from my
constituents in how will their hands be tied by this bill.. .by
this amendment?

SENATOR BOURNE: I think that's a fair question, Senator C ombs,
a nd I ' d an s we r i t i n t wo way s . Numb e r o n e , I ' m n o t su r e t h e i r
hands would be tied. And in the second place, quite frankly, if
it benefits the children in a classroom I don't care if their
h ands a r e t i e d . An d I ' m n o t b e i ng f l i p p a n t . I ' m t r y i n g t o b e
h onest with you. If this hurts the administrators' feelings o r
i f t h e y ' r e up se t b y t h i s , i t d oe sn ' t ma t t e r t o me b e c au s e I
think that, you know, the kids are a priority, the students a r e
a p r i o r i t y , an d t ha t ' s a l l I c a n say a n d t h a t ' s my i n t en t h e r e ,
is that, again, that we recognize that priority, that th e k ids
or our students a re the future of this state. A nd if there'8
s ome har d f e e l i n g s o n b eh a l f o f t h e ad mi n i s t r a t o r s t h a t b e ca u s e
o f this am endment, w e ll, you know, I think that's too bad. I
t h in k t he k i d s a r e mo r e i mp o r t a nt t h an t ha t .

SENATOR COMBS: Thank you. I would like to also say that I do
agree with Senator Price. I do believe our school boards do a
very good job in balancing the cuts that they have to make. I
think t hey do l ook t o our chi l dr en f i r s t . Howev e r , i f we do
have the opportunity, as a Legislature, to make a statement as
to where our priorities lie, I think if we did have the parents
and teachers sitting with us here in the body this evening t h at
t hey w o u l d a l s o a g r e e t h a t t he k i d s ' nee d s s h o u l d b e p u t f i r st .
So I t h a n k you fo r t he op p o r t u n i t y t o spea k , an d I wou l d g i v e
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