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suppor t o f t h i s ame n d ment , an d I f e e l t h e sa m e w a y a b o u t Se n a t o r
J ensen ' s a men d ment t ha t ' s co mi n g a l o n g . Bo t h ame n d ment s a p p e a l
to me very strongly at the gut level, because if you press me on
the issue I'm going to say we do have to have some s t reamlining
of our K - 1 2 adm inistration throughout the state. But I'm not
yet r e a d y t o i mp o s e f r o m t h e Cap i t o l Bu i l d i n g t h e se k i n d s o f
requirements on local schools. Now if a year from now we' re
s t i l l go i n g n o where o n s c hoo l f i na n c e an d s c hoo l ef f i c i enc y , I
may w e l l b e h e l p i n g t o l e a d t he ch a r g e o n som e t h i n g l i ke t h i s ,
but I am not there yet. And that's all I h a ve, Mr . President.
Thank you .

SPEAKER BROMM: Thank you, Senator Maxwell. Senator Cunningham,
f o l l o wed by Senato r P ri ce .

SENATOR CUNNINGHAM: Thank you, Mr. Speaker and members. C ould
I have a dialogue with Senator Bourne?

SPEAKER BROMM: Senator Bourne, would you yield, please?

SENATOR BOURNE: Certainly.

SENATOR CUNNINGHAM: Se n a t o r Bo u r n e , f i r s t , I wo u l d t e l l y ou
t ha t I d o r e sp e c t f u l l y o p po s e t h e am e n dment. I d o t h i n k t he
intent is right, but I am against the putting the w o rd ' sha l l '
i n t h e b i l l . Bu t wou l d y o u a g r e e t h a t i n t h e c l a ss r o o m o r
salaries in a school is about 80 percent of the budget?

SENATOR BOURNE: I don't know.

SENATOR CUNNINGHAM: I b e l i e v e i t i s a b o u t 8 0 p e r ce n t . Th a t ' s
the numbers I' ve heard in the smaller schools anyway. And then
w hen yo u a d d o n t h e t e x t b oo k s a n d a l l o f t h a t , I do n ' t kn ow w h a t
p ercen t o f t h e b u d g e t t ha t wo u l d ac t ua l l y b e . Bu t I ' d l i k e t o
make a com p a r i s o n f or you . To me , i t wou l d se e m l i k e i f you
t ake ou r s t a t e b u d ge t t h a t w e ' r e d e a l i n g w i t h n o w , and i f you
t ake K - 1 2 , h i g h er e d , Med i ca i d , p r i so n s , t h a t ' s a b ou t 8 0 p e r ce n t
o f t h e b u dg e t . An d i t ' d b e l i k e som e b od y t e l l i ng u s we h ad t o
b alance t h e b u d g e t wi t h o ut cu t t i ng t h a t . Wo u l d y ou . . . h ow wou l d
you respond?
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