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can't do it. If you want to release an administrator who h o lds
a...a certificated administrator, you can't do it. W e have
school boards in place to operate schools. M any o f yo u h ave
b een i n t h a t p o s i t i o n . You k n ow t h e d i f f i c u l t i e s . We n ee d t o
h ave f a i t h i n wha t t h e y ca n d o . We n ee d t o l e t t he m d o t h e i r
j ob . Th i s i s absol u t e l y t he w r on g d i r ec t i o n . I t h i nk t hi s i s
clearly going to make it much more difficult. Let me m en tion
one other t h ing . He sai d , well, this is an intent and not a
mandate . Ab so l u t e l y wr on g . We ha v e c l e a r i n t e n t l a n gu a g e r i gh t
now. This would convert that intent language i nto a mand ate.
It would trap schools into a situation where, despite declining
enrollments, they couldn't reduce their te aching st aff, t h ey
c ould n ' t r ed u c e a dmi n i st r at o r s . I s i mp l y d o n ' t t h i n k t h i s i s
something you want t o d o, n o t no w , p r o b a b l y n o t any t i me , bu t
particularly not now. So again, I hope I' ve made it clear that
I oppose this amendment. Thank you.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Raikes. Sena tor Bo urne,
o n you r a m e ndment .

SENATOR BOURNE : Thank you , M r . President, members. I wa s
t al k i n g t o S e n a to r C u nn i ngham and I k i nd o f l os t m y p l a c e her e .
I j u s t k i nd of wan t e d t o r ei t er a t e a g a i n o u r co n s t i t u t i on s a y s
t hat f r ee i n st r u c t i o n i s t he p r i o r i t y a n d t h a t ' s wha t I ' v e t r i e d
t o d o i n t h i s ame n d ment . Se n a t o r Co n n e a l y t a l k e d a l i t t l e b i t
about a res olution by the State Board of Education that calls
upon. . . t h e St a t e Bo a r d o f Ed u ca t i o n ca l l s u p o n t h e Go v e r n o r , t h e
S tate Leg i s l a t u r e a n d t h e p u b l i c sc h o o l s t o pr o t e c t o u r s t ud e n t s
and their schools by reducing spending, if necessary, in areas
that would least affect the quality of classroom education.
That' s wha t I ' m t r y i ng t o acc ompl i s h h e r e . Se nat or Ra i ke s i s
right, it is a mandate. It says ' sha l l . ' Any r edu c t i o n s t o a
school district budget shall affect classroom expenses as a last
resort. Is there a technical problem with the bill? I don' t
know. I th in k that it makes sense. I'm reiterating what's in
the constitution, what o ur State Board of Educ ation ha s
articulated as the proper policy for this state. That's simply
a l l I ' m t r y i n g t o do . Senato r S t u hr men t i o ne d t h a t s he ha s
e-mails from ad m inistrators and they talked about that. We ll,
I' ve had the same e-mails and they' ve complained b e fore a b out
the sky is fa ll ing on other things and it's not materialized.

6283


