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think i t ' s i mp o r t a n t th a t we do wh a t we c a n a s a body he r e t o
make sure that funds reach the front lines and as close to the
students a s p o s s i b l e so t ha t i f i n t he e nd we ca n sa y t ha t we
became a l i t t l e mo r e e f f i c i e n t , bu t no t a t t he e x pe n s e o f t he
qual i t y o f educ a t i o n on t h o s e f r on t l i n e s . I t r emi nds m e o f a
scenario a few years back where some teachers worked really hard
and g ot r i d o f t h e o l d way of t e a ch i n g i n j u s t copy i ng
worksheets all the time or, you know, pulling o ut workbooks f o r
busy work, and m odified their way of teaching to be more
effective and even more cost effective, believe it or not. A nd
the unfortunate p art w as the teachers worked harder and not
o ne. . .

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR SMITH: .. .not one cent went to the t e achers fo r that
harder work that they performed. And so as long as we can keep
the dollars as close to those front lines a s we can, I think w e
should d o t ha t . Thank y ou .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank y ou, Senator Smith. Senat or Stuhr,
followed by Sena tors Co nnealy, Ra i kes, Bourn e, Wehrbein,
Maxwell, Cunningham, Price, Combs. Senator Stuhr.

SENATOR STUHR : Thank you , M r . President and members of the
body. I s t and i n s t r on g o p p o s i ti on t o t h i s a me nd ment. I ' m
saying that because, as a st ate, we h ave always had the
philosophy of local control and this simply would take away any
local control from our school boards and the administration. I
feel th a t i t wou l d t i e t he h a nd s o f t ho s e t ha t ha v e be e n e l e c t ed
to serve in that capacity and those that have been selected as
being administrators of our schools. I be lieve that it would
limit the local district's ability to control their budget. A nd
I'd like to share a comnent that I received from one of my local
schools. As a board and administrative staff, we star ted the
discussions of cutting our budget and also having to dismiss
some of our teachers, which was indeed t r aumatic. Bu t as a
board and adm inistrative staff, we started the discussions of
what w i l l harm ch i l d r e n an d t he i r opp o r t un i t i e s t he l ea s t , a nd
we worked b ack f r om th e r e . I t h i n k t ha t ' s a dec i s i on t ha t l oc a l
boards of education have been empowered to make, and that's the
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