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SENATOR CUDABACK: Th a n k y ou .

SENATOR FOLEY : Aga in, anything we can do to nudge the school
d is t r i c t s t o ke e p t h o s e c u t s a way f r o m t h e c l a s s r oom I t h i nk we
ought to do. It's going to be imperative that we keep the high
q uality of education in this state and fund it to the ex te nt
t ha t we c an . An d wh en we f a l l sh o r t o f o u r f u nd i n g g o a l s , we
ought to do what we ca n to keep thos e cuts aw a y fr o m the
classroom. So thank you , Sen ator Bo urne, for bringing the
amendment .

S ENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Foley. Senator Smith, o n
the Bourne amendment to LB 540.

SENATOR SMITH : Thank you , Mr . President, m e mbers. Wou ld
Senator Bourne yield to some questions?

SENATOR CUDABACK:
q uest i o n ?

SENATOR BOURNE: Certainly. Thank you.

SENATOR SMI TH : Se n a t o r Bou r n e , I am wi t h t he o b j e ct i v e o f
trying to support the amendment, an d so if you cou ld he l p
clarify some concerns that I have.

SENATOR BOURNE: Su re . I 'd appreciate your support.

SENATOR SMITH : Wou ld you say that there would be a penalty
i nvolved w i t h t h i s?

SENATOR BOURNE: N o , I'd say n one wha tsoever. It 's simp ly
setting forth the policy, reiterating what our constitution
says, what our State Board of Education has said through
resolution, that the priority should be classroom instruction.
And so, no, I don't think there's a penalty whatsoever. I'd
rather have our kids have books than, you know, replacing the
fleet, the cars in a school district, or 're-Astroturfing' the
stad i um . Yo u se e wh a t I ' m . . .m y p o i n t i s , i s I wa n t k i d s . . .we' re
making cuts. Nobody wants to make those cuts. In a perfect
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