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value what t a kes p l ace i n t h a t cl a s s room, we va lue i t a b c ve al l
o f t he ot h er ex t r ac u r r i c u l a r , t r an spor t a t i on , a d mini s t r a t i v e ,
all of the other kinds of things that could be done to cut when
monies are tight, and that's where I think the priority should
lie. I think Senator Bourne hit it square on the head with this
amendment in saying we need to value the classroom teaching, the
instruction and the dynamic of what takes place there above all
o f t he s e ot h e r pot en t i a l cut s , a n d t h a t we , a s a l egi s l a t i v e
body, concur that this is our priority and t hat c lassroom
instruction i s a high priority for us, just like it is in our
constitution, just like it is in the founding principles of this
country. And I rise in strong support of the amendment. T h ank
you.

S ENATOR CUDABACK:
Foley, . . .

SENATOR FOLEY: Tha n k y o u v e r y m u c h , . . .

SENATOR CUDABACK: .. .on the Bourne amendment.

SENATOR FOLEY: Thank you very much, Mr. President and m embers.
I r i se i n supp or t of t he B o urne amendment. I t hank S e nator
Bourne for bringing it to us. S o me of the previous speakers
have made many of the points that I would have made, so I won' t
b e long on t h i s , but c l ea r l y , i f you l ook at t he st at e ' s
f inancia l posi t i o n , par t i cu l a r l y t hat out b i en n i um with t h a t
$800 million deficit looming over us, it's clear that our
ability to fully fund the state aid program is going to be very
dif f i c u l t i n t he e n s uing years . So anyt h i n g t hat we can do
legislatively to keep those reductions away from the classroom
w e ought t o d o .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Senator Foley, it's hard to hear y o u.
sorry, but it's hard to hear you.

SENATOR FOLEY: Su r e .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Could you speak a little into the mike?

SENATOR FOLEY: Ye s .

Thank y ou , Sen a t or Pr e i st e r . Senator
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