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SENATOR SYNOWIECKI: Thank you, Senator Cudaback. Membe rs , I
rise to support Senator Bourne's amendment. I do think it's a
s impl e ame n d ment . I t h i n k i t ma k e s s en se . I t h i nk
philosophically we can all agree with it. It is a logical
a pproach fo r sc h oo l d i st r i c t s t o i mp l e ment a s t h e y e mbark o n t h e
budget cutting that we are now embarking o n as a legis lative
body, and ju s t u r g e the support of the amendment, of Senator
Bourne's amendment. Thank you, Senator Cudaback.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Tha n k yo u, Sen ator Sy nowiecki.
R aikes .

SENATOR RAIKES: Thank you , Nr . President, m embers o f the
Legislature. I oppose Senator Bourne's amendment. I think he
b r i ng s t he ame n d men t wi t h t h e b e s t o f i n t e n t i o n s . Le t me g i v e
you a little background. Ou r current law s t ates tha t it is
l eg i s l at i v e i n t e n t t h a t bu d g e t r e du c t i o n s a f f e c t c l a s s r o om
expenses a s a la st reso rt, an d I think that's entirely
appropriate. Bu t to go to the next step which mandates that
school systems cut. . .make their cuts in certain a reas and a re
mandated thereby to make cuts in o ther areas or, in effect,
l i m i t e d i n t h e amo u n t o f f l ex i b i l i t y t he y ha v e t o d ea l wi t h
budget issues i s, I th ink , a w r ong step, a very wrong step.
There are a number of problems presented with this k ind of an
amendment. You have to ...the classroom expenses are defined.
It includes, for example, programs and courses offered a s part
of the cu rriculum and the cost of teaching and administrative
certificate employees needed to offer the program. Who dec ides
if the certificated employees are needed to offer the program?
F or example, what if no t as many cert ificate e mployees a r e
needed th is ye ar as were nee ded fiv e year s a go bec ause
enrollment has declined? What if not as many cert ificated
employees are needed if more pa raprofessionals are u se d?
Hopefully, this gives you some kind or some i n dication o f the
kind of d if ficulties you get into with imposing these sort of
restrictions on an entity, on a management body if you w i ll, a
school board, a schoo l ad m inistration t hat has to deal with
adjusting to an environment of reduce d reso urces.
Unfortunately, w e have no choice but to put school systems in
that environment. Hopefully, we won't further h obble t hem or
f ur t h e r p u n i sh t h em b y l i mi t i n g t h e wa ys t he y h a v e i n wh i ch t o
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