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s ee t h a t i t ' s g o i n g t o h ap pe n . An d i t ' s a t t h a t po i n t t ha t
they' re goi ng t o r ea l i ze t ha t t hey n e e d t o d o s o meth in g a b ou t
i t . So f or t hat r eas on , I t hi nk i t ' s a wonde r f u l i dea t o be
just eliminating that, but I think it's not a good idea at this
moment t o g o f o r wa r d wi t h t h i s . I wa s t h i n k i ng o f s ome o t he r
d ownside s t o t e r m l i mi t s . An d on e o f t he d own s i d e s t h a t I se e
is the loss of experience. And as you are here lon ger in the
Legislature, you see tha t the people who have been here for a
p er io d o f t i me ha v e h ad t h e o pp o r t u n i t y t o d e ve l o p a l on g e r - t e r m
arrangement i n the i r o wn m ind s as to reve nue, ed ucation,
appropriation. Anybody, of course, can come in and just vote on
these matters. Bu t we need people who are in here long enough
t o d e v e l o p t h e l o n g - r a n g e p r og r a m f o r t h e s t a t e . I f t he r e ' s o ne
huge d e f i c i en c y i n t h e s t a t e o f Ne b r a sk a , i t ' s l o n g - r a ng e
p lann i n g a t mo s t l ev e l s . And I t h i n k t ha t t o h a v e t e r m l i mi t s
now is lim iting the legislative aspec t of develo ping
longer-range programs fo r the benef it o f the p eople of the
state. But I don't think they' ll ever know tha t unl ess it ' s
promoted to them and unless they have a body behind them that' s
saying, this is what we need. So I think that my personal v ote
is at th is point that I don't think this is the time to do it.
I t h i n k i t ' s a won d e r f u l i d ea . I ' d p r e f e r we wa i t u n t i l we
could get some support for it from the bodies that can help us.
T hank y o u .

SENATOR CUDABACK: T ha n k y o u , Se n a t o r Pe d e r so n . Se na t o r Br o wn ,
followed by Senator Schimek.

SENATOR BROWN: Nr . President, members, I somewhat share Senator
Pederson's feeling a b out wh ether w e will be successful if we
move forward in this regard, o r whe ther it wou l d be b ett er
received if it w ere to c ome in t h e f orm of an initiative
generated by individuals who may come to realize that they h ave
not...they' ve done m uch le s s to us than thr g have done to
t hemsel ve s i n t e r ms o f t he vo t e o n t e r m l i mi t s . Bu t I wa n t ed t o
respond a little bit to some of the issues that were raised by
Senator Raikes. Te rm lim its on gove rnors and...are pretty
p ervasive in the states, and came at a much e a rlier time tha n
term li mits for leg islators. A nd it is p artly, as Senator
Schimek said, that the power is diffused in a legislative b ody.
But the term limits for governors centered around their entering
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