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SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Schrock. Senator Vrtiska.

SENATOR VRTISKA: T h ank you, Senator Cudaback. I want to stand
here an d l e t t h e bo d y kn o w t h a t I a m o pp o se d t o t e r m l i mi t s .
I 'm opposed t o t e r m l i mi t s f o r a n um b e r o f r ea so n s . Bu t I j u s t
h ad a . . . I j u s t h a d som e t h i n g t h a t I ha d t o s ay . An d I ' v e j u s t
talking to Sen ator Chambers. When I was running last time, I
spent a l o t o f t i me o n t h e c am p a i g n t r a i l , a s mo st o f y ou d i d .
And o ne o f t he i s su e s a t t h a t t i me wa s , o f c ou r se , t e r m l i mi t s .
And I f o u nd ou t , t h e mee t i ng s t h a t I we n t t o , t h e p e o p l e t h a t I
visited with, were in favor of term limits. And when I asked
t hem th e r e a s o n w h y , i nv a r i a b l y t he y sa i d , i t ' s t h e o n l y wa y we
can ge t rid of that Senator Ch ambers. Well , that was
i n t e r e s t i ng t o me b e c a u s e I s a i d , y o u k n o w , m a y b e y o u d o n ' t l i k e
what Senator Chambers does. Maybe I don't like w hat he doe s .
But on the other side of the coin, Senator Chambers does a lot
o f g oo d t h i n g s . An d t h ey sa i d , l i k e wh a t ? I s a i d , whe n I f i r st
came to the Legislature, he taught me more things than p robably
any other senator here, because I was curious about some of the
things that were happening. So what I was trying to show was,
do you t h r o w t h e b aby ou t w i t h t he ba t h wat er ? I f you don ' t l i ke
Senator Chambers, that means you ought to say, everybody is
g oing t o be l e f t he r e . An d I sa i d , o ne o t h e r t h i n g I h av e t o
tell you is, knowing Senator Chambers, he' ll probably figure a
way to beat the system anyway. An d I thought I really had
convinced a number of people to change their mind because of our
discuss i on s and t he peop l e t h at I ' d t al ked t o . But I di dn ' t ,
because my county, my district voted overwhelmingly for term
limits. But t h e thing that puzzled me, and puzzles me to this
day,...I was running for my third term. W hich means, if they
didn't want m e, why didn 't they vote me out? Why would they
k eep me up her e i f t hey t ho u gh t t e r m l i m i t s w e r e t h e r i g ht i dea ?
They had a choice to do it at t hat ba l lot bo x . And I was
interested, when I talked to so many people, and that seemed to
be their goal, was to get rid of some of the senators after two
terms, and ye t I got 77 or 78 pe r cent of the vote in my
district. Now , there's so mething w r ong wi t h the thi nking
process. A nd I don't mean to insult the people in my district,
except t o sa y t h a t a p p a r e n t l y t h e y d i dn ' t me a n wh a t t h e y sa i d
w hen t h e y sai d t hey wan t e d t o g et r i d o f t er m l i mi t s , exc e p t
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