
TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

FLOOR DEBATE

LB 598" ay 7 , 2 0 0 3

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Smith. Senator Schrock on
AM0783.

SENATOR SCHROCK: Mr . President, m e mbers of the Legislature,
f i r s t o f a l l , I want t o per s o n a l l y s a y t h a t I don ' t agr ee wi t h
term limits. I think it's bad. But I represent seven counties
t hat o v e rwhelmingl y v o t e d i n f av o r o f t erm l i mi t s . Now I don ' t
think we' re a very beloved body by the state of Nebraska. And I
don't know why that is, but I suspect it's not much different in
a ny state. I t's throw the rascals out. Yes, we like o ur
rascal, but throw the rest of them out. And if you think we' re
beloved, just start reading the editorials in the newspapers.
You know, probably...I don't know what you compare to. Look at
the cartoons. And if we are perceived to step out of line, boy,
they re a l l y c r u c i f y u s . An d I ' m n o t . . . yo u k no w wh a t I ' m t a l k i ng
about . I ' m no t g o i n g t o go an y f u r t h e r o n t ha t . I t h i n k i t
looks very self-serving for us to do this. And I understand
why, and I r es p ec t w ha t y o u ' re t r y i ng t o do . And l i ke I sa i d , I
d on' t ag r e e wi t h t e r m l i mi t s . Bu t i f t he pu b l i c r ea l l y l i k e d
u s, do n ' t y ou t h i n k t h e y ' d wa n t t o p a y u s mo r e ? An d i t ' s . . . f o r
every t w o t i m es so m e t h i n g i s pu t o n t h e b a l l o t t o i n c r ea s e
salaries,...it was successful, what, back in ' 86? Se n a t o r
Wehrbein mi gh t k n ow . Ba c k i n '8F t h e y r a i s e d s a l a r i e s . Bu t h ow
many t i mes d i d i t f a i l be f o r e t ha t ' ? A n d we ' ve been s k ep t i c a l of
t ry ing t o p u t so met h i n g o n t h e b a l l o t . And you do n ' t see any
r ush by t he pub l i c t o pu t so m et h i n g o n t h e b al l ot t o i nc r e a s e
our salaries. So you know what they think we' re worth. You put
two ze r o s o n t h e b a c k o f yo u r s a l a r y , t ha t ' s wh a t t he f o o t b a l l
c oach m akes . So t he f oot b a l l sa l ar i es co u l d p a y o u r . . . t he h e a d
footbal l co a c h a t t he Un i ver si t y o f Nebr as k a cou l d pay our
salaries twice over, as a group. So you know, we' re pretty
c heap. W e ' r e p r e t t y ex p e ndable . I di d have a const i t ut i on a l
amendment t hat t he Exec Comm it t e e k i l l ed t ha t wou l d have
extended i t t o 12 yea r s . To me , t hat w as som e t h i n g t ha t was
acceptab le , becau s e I don ' t wan t t o g o aga i ns t what my
constituents said. And I think this was a compromise. An d if
there's one thing I' ve learned in the 11 years I' ve been here,
you compromise or you don't get much done. And I also think it
w ould b e mor e e f f ec t i ve i f t he pub l i c h a d a n o u tc r y , a n d t he y
h ad a p et i t i on d r i v e , a n d t h ey p u t t h e i s su e o n t h e b a l l o t . I t
wouldn't seem so self-serving. And I know there's some chamber
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