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people voted for term limits in Nebraska to get rid of Senator
Chambers. I don't think that's much of a secret. However, if,
as the court has ruled, all of our names can be kept off the
bal l o t , Sena t o r Cha mbers ' n ame coul d b e k e p t o f f t he bal l o t as
well . How e v er , t h a t w o u l d c o mply w i t h t erm l i mi t s . Bu t i f
Senator Chambers chose to run a write-in campaign, his name
wouldn ' t b e on t he b a l l o t . L e ga l l y , i t me e t s t h e t e r m l i mi t s
r equi rement . But s i nce h e ' s a l r ea d y r u n o n e s u c c ess fu l w ri t e - i n
candidacy and gotten elected to this body, he simply runs a
wri t e - i n cam p a i gn , i s dul y e l ec t ed by t he peop l e i n h i s
d is t r i c t , and t he cour t s have r ul ed t hat as a du l y e l e ct e d
representative he would have to be seated. The voters could end
up with eliminating every single senator here except Senator
Chambers, who they may really have wanted to have gotten rid of.
F ood fo r t ho u g ht . A l i t t l e i r ony . Tha n k y o u .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Preister. Senator Smith.

SENATOR SMITH : Thank you, Mr. President and members. I r ise
with a n op i n i o n t h a t mi g ht d i f f e r a b i t f r om o t he r s . Bu t I d o
want t o e xp l a i n my d i sc om fo r t f o r . . .o r d i sc om fo r t wi t h v o t i n g
green on this. I signed on to S e nator Sch rock's p r oposal to
modify term limits to 12 years from eight years, with the notion
that that is sti l l wi t h the sp irit of the voters from that
bal l o t me a s u r e p r i o r . And I d o n ' t ne ce s sa r i l y l i k e t h e o u t co m e
of that ballot measure. But it's something that the voters have
spoken on. A nd tha t's why I'm very uncomfortable immediately
trying to reverse what the voters placed on the b allot and
ul t i m a t e l y app r ov e d . And I t h i n k t h a t we ca n ma n a ge w i t h i n t h e
confines with Senator Schrock's proposal, or at least the study,
as LB 598 started out. So I'm not here to say that term l imits
is the answer to everything, by any means. That is not what I'm
saying . I ' m s i mp l y exp l ai ni ng why I canno t suppo r t t he
advancement o f t hi s m e asure . Bec a use i f you l oo k a t i t , I mean ,
term limits I think can be very damaging. But the term limit
concept we could mitigate a bit with Senator Schrock's proposal
of changing t o 1 2 y e a r s , w h i c h I t h i nk wou l d cer t a i nl y se l l
bette r am o n g t he pub l i c , and br i ng . . . a n d t r y t o mi n i m i z e t he
damage t h at t er m l i mi t s cou l d p r ovoke . Thank you ,
Mr. P r e s i de n t .
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