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members that have served at one time or another, and are serving
now, in national positions. These organizations are many times
the embryo of thought, both for what goes on in t he futu re in
the s t a t e , an d i n t h e n a t i o n . An d i f we d o c on t i nu e wi t h o u r
term limits, we' re going to lose tha t ver y imp ortant...those
important seats on those organizations. Our former Speaker
Kristensen was about to become p resident, a c tually, of NCSL ,
before he took the job as chancellor at Kearney State. . .or ,
Kearney...University of Nebraska at Kearney. C ertainly, Senator
Engel has a po sition in ALEC. Sena tor Schimek, Senator
Redfield, many others have worked in CSG. And on top of that,
there are other national councils, boards, that experienced
representatives have the opportunity to serve on. We would lose
that. Nebraska would lose that opportunity. And I think that
is a mistake. In 1999, I moved from where Senator F r i end s it s
in the second row, back to the seat to my left, where Senator
Johnson sits. I pulled out the little writing board, and there
was a roster from 1991 on there. And so I began to go down
through that and checking off the senators that w ere gone , no
longer part of this body. E i ght years. There were 28 senators
that were gone. We have term limits. As was mentioned, I think
the average term of a senator here is about s ix and a h alf
years. And I will not be coming back, no matter what. I'm one
o f those that have term limited out. But when at least 19, a n d
I t h i nk t h e nu m b e r wi l l pr ob ab l y b e s ome w here i n t h e t wen t i e s ,
would not...will not be able to run next year, or in the next
elec t i o n , t hat wi l l have a t r em endous i mpact . And t he n t h i nk
about, four years from now, you' re going to have at least, then,
19, maybe 21, 22 new senators, and a new Governor on top of
that . And so you ' re go i ng t o have 25 , 24 peop l e i n t he
Legislature with any experience whatsoever, and a t otally new
Governor. I think that puts the state in some rather precarious
conditions. I wo uld certainly hope that this body, and then I
would c er t a i n l y h op e t ha t t h e p e op l e o f t h i s s t a t e wo u l d se e f i t
to re p e a l t h e t e r m l i mi t s t h a t we h av e i mp o s e d u p o n t h i s g r ea t
state. Thank you, Mr. Cudaback, Senator Cudaback.

SENATOR CU DABACK: Tha nk you, Senator Jensen. S enator Chambers
on AM0783. Is Senator Chambers... he i s p r e s e n t .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Mr . Pr esident, members of t he Leg islature,
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