
TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OP THE L E G ISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

PLOOR DEBATE

LB 598Nay 7 , 2 00 3

your constituents think you should be doing, you get turned out
to pasture. And it's happened. And with the average stay of
six years, you know, why were the people thinking that we needed
term limits'? I think it was a fad that was sweeping across t he
country, and someone thought, well, we' ll pick on the Nebraska
L egi s l at u r e n o w. Wh a t i t c ou l d . . .wh a t t e r m l i mi t s co u l d do i s
create the end of the Unicameral, because with that in place,
people would say, oh, possibly we made a mistake; in order for
us to keep people there that we want, we should do away with the
Unicameral and put a two -house system in. T hat way, we could
do. . . o r t h i s bo d y c o u l d d o l i ke ot h e r s t at es who have . . . wel l ,
everyone else h as a two -house system. So then you could move
b ack an d f o r t h f r o m o ne h o u se t o t h e o t h e r . And , l i s t e n ,
I . y ou ' v e h ea r d me say t h i s b e f o r e . I s e e n o t h i ng wr o n g wi t h
l e t t i ng p e op l e v o t e . And i f we d o n ' t b r i n g so m e th i ng b e f o r e t h e
people, the people will do it themselves. In this case, that is
what has happened. And now we are asking them to.. .we woul d b e
asking them a s e cond chance on rectifying what they have done.
And I b e l i e v e t h a t y ou r c o n s t i t u e n t s no w a r e t h i nk i ng t wi c e
about what has happened. Now, I believe, if I'm wrong, someone
correct me, but if we would get that passed this year, I believe
i t c o u l d b e o n t h e pr i ma ry ba l l ot , I t hi nk . You know , i f I ' m
wrong, someone correct me. But that, in my opinion, would be
the b e s t p l a c e t o h av e i t , b e c au s e I t h i n k t h o s e v o t e r s ar e t h e
more informed voters than the ones at the general election. And
you have...you tend to have better people who are voting in the
primary, with an understanding of what is happening. So with
t hat , Sen a t o r Cud a b ack , I wou l d g i ve t he r es t of m y t i m e t o
Senator Schimek, if she would like it.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Senator Schimek, you have about two minutes.

SENATOR SCHINEK: Yes . Th ank you very m u ch, Se nator Ja nssen.
Just coming to your desk is...it's a little bit dated, but not
that bad...an update on some of the 2002 proposals before
different legislatures to modify or repeal their term limits.
And 21 states, at one time or another, have had term lim its.
And as Senator Bromm said, now there are 17. So that means four
of them have either had them overturned by the courts • or they
have repealed them. So ...and some states, l ike No rth Dakota,
never passed t hem in the first place. So somehow they fought
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