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t ha t . . . t h e i n s t i t u t i o n a l me m or y t ha t y o u b r i ng t o t h i s p l ac e . I
think that I have new and great ideas, and then found out, time
a f te r t i me , t h a t t h e se i d ea s r ea l l y we r e n ' t q u i t e so ne w . Th e
other thing that I have discovered is that there are two sides
to every question. At your coffee shop at home, there's a lways
j us t o ne . I t h i n k . . . an d t h e t h i n g t h a t I r e a l l y wa n t t o t ou c h
o n has been pa r t i a l l y m e n t i o ned b y S enato r S c h i mek , and t hat ' s
this: Nebraska i s unique. W hen we have this unicameral, there
i sn't the trade-off back and forth between the two houses. Now ,
if you look at this from a historical perspective, whether it' s
i n s t a t e s o r na t i o n a l l y , t he co n ce p t i on o f t h e g o v e r n m en t i s
that we have the executive branch, the judicial branch, and t he
legislative branch a l l being equal. What term limits clearly
does i s i t ma k e s t h e l eg i s l a t i v e b r an c h t h e we ak e s t o f t h e
t hr ee . I f a n y t h i n g , s i n c e i t i s t h e mo s t r e sp o n s i v e t o t h e
people , i t ou g h t t o b e t h e s t r on g e s t . Some o n e o n c e t o l d me t ha t
t he two wors t t er m s f o r a n y one i n of f i ce a re h i s f i r st and hi s
l ast . Th e f i r st t e r m, h e do e sn ' t k n ow e n o u g h t o b e ab l e t o
provide go o d l eade r s h i p . And t he l as t t e r m, he ' s no t
a ccount a b l e t o t h e pu b l i c . Wi t h t h e t e r m l i mi t s o n t h i s
institution, we gua rantee th e two wor s t te rm s that any
Legi s l a t u r e c a n h av e . L a s t l y , wha t d o we d o a b ou t i t , an d
what ' s t he p l a n ? I do n ' t t h i n k t h i s Le g i s l a t u r e i t se l f c an d o
much. It looks like it ' s sel f-serving t o tho se that are
suspi c i ou s . An d I ' m a f r a i d , wi t h wh a t h a s g o n e o n f o r t h e l a s t
several weeks here now, there's probably a lo t o f people
suspic i ous o f h o w we do t hi n g s . So I t h i nk t hat w e n e e d t o cal l
upon the public to get interested in this, and see the problems,
not just to us, but to the state of Nebraska, an d th at it is
r ea l l y , b a s i c a l l y , u p t o t h e p ub l i c t o r eme d y t h i s s i t u a t i on .
T hank y o u .

S ENATOR CUDABACK: Th a n k yo u , Sen a t o r J o h n s o n . Se na t o r J a n s se n ,
followed by Senator Jones and others.

SENATOR JANSSEN: Thank you, Senator Cudaback, members of the
Legislature. I have h e ard somewhere that the average stay of
someone in the Unicameral is six years, and it has been that way
f or q u i t e s om e t i m e. And sp e a k i n g o f t e r m l i mi t s , y ou ' v e go t
them right now. Y ou' ve got term limits, because each one of us
have t o r u n e v e r y f ou r y e a r s . I f y o u a r e n ' t d o i n g t h e j o b t ha t
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