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t o d o s o m e t h i n g wi t h t h i s i s su e . An d I ' l l t u r n my l i g h t o n an d
ask probably the Exec Board Chair some questions about timing,
et cetera. Thank you, Mr. President.

SENATOR CUDABACK: T hank you, Senator Schimek. Senat or B ro mm,
followed by Senators J o hnson, J anssen, J o nes, a nd Schimek.
S enato r Br o m n .

SPEAKER BROMM: Thank you, Mr. President. I t hink th e ser ious
budget p r o b l e m t h a t we ' re de a l i n g wi t h a n d t h a t we ' v e b ee n
discussing all week probably takes away some of th e imp ortance
of this particular measure. I t hought it was a very important
measure, or it wouldn' t, certainly, be on the a genda . And I
d on' t t h i n k we ' l l sp e nd a who l e l o t o f t i me o n i t . Bu t I .

.
. i t ' s

important enough to be there for a number of reasons. The body
t hat we have in here today working o n the se b ills a nd these
measures aren't go ing t o be here very long. A nd that will be
t he case i n . ..to some extent, without term limits also, b ecause
many o f u s do n ' t s t ay h e r e t h a t l on g . Ha l f o f t h e me m b er s h av e
more t h a n f i v e a n d a ha l f ye a r s of ex pe r i e n ce , a n d h a l f h av e
l es s t h an t h a t . Fi v e an d a h a l f i s t h e me d i an am o un t o f
experience. But more importantly, regardless of what you decide
t ha t y o u w o u ld l i ke t o d o , o r yo u r co n s t i t u en t s d e c i de wh a t t he y
would l i ke yo u t o d o , i n 2 00 6 , 2 0 o f u s wi l l n o t b e a l l owe d t o
r un f o r e l ec t i o n . I n 2 00 8 , an o t h e r 24 wi l l no t be a l l o we d t o
run for ele ction. So that is sign ificant, i n term s o f
institutional me mory and experience. And so I think this is an
extremely important issue. Nebraska got caught up in a wave of
term limit eu phoria t hat tried to sweep across the nation. I
think at it's height there were maybe 17 states tha t adop ted
term limits. Some have now repealed it. I think there are 17
left currently with term limits for their l e gislators. There
are ef forts in at least six legislatures to deal with that, and
an attempt to at some point repeal their term limits. And m ost
cases, it's i n statute. It 's not in their constitution. The
Idaho legislature repealed their term limits in January of 2002,
and had a successful effort to do that. T here was some sort of
a vote t o ei ther affirm or reaffirm that action by the people,
a nd t h e p e o p l e a f f i r me d t h a t a c t i on , a s I u n de r s t a nd i t . I
th in k t h e mor e t h a t pe o p l e un d e r s t a n d wh a t i t me a n s . . .a n d t h e
best way, when I am in my district, that I find that I can
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