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when I wa s t a l k i ng wi t h Mi k e McCa b e , f r om t h e Mi d we s t e r n
Legis l a t i v e Conf e r e n ce , no t t oo l on g a g o , a n d I m e n t io ned t h i s
t o t h e E x e c B o a r d , o f t he 3 0 n ew se n a t o r s t h a t c ame i n t o t he
house and senate this years, the 30 new legislators, only one of
them was actually brand new. T wenty-two of them had changed
h ouses. So we won't have that advantage in Nebraska. We will
have f ewer leg islators with exp erience than any other
t erm- l i m i t e d l e g i s l a t u r e i n t h e cou n t r y , a nd I t h i nk we oug h t t o
keep t h a t i n mi n d . Wh a t ma d e m e t h i nk a b o ut t h a t wa s I wa s a t a
conference, and was listening to some panel discussion on term
limits, and a p rofessor from Cal ifornia i ndicated t h at
California had truly been attra cted to the idea of
unicameralism. And I Jon't know, I'm sure Senator Wehrbein and
Senator Chambers and Landis and others remember, we actually had
vi s i t o r s f r om Sa n Di e g o wh o ca m e a n d t h ey we r e s e r i ou s l y l o o k i n g
at an i d e a o f a un i c a meral. That pr of ess o r sai d , nobo d y i s
entertaining these ideas now, because they' re term limited, and
t hey wouldn ' t . . . y o u k n ow, t h e y ' d b e i n a r eal l y bad f i x i f t hey
h ad a u n i c am e r a l l eg i s l a t u r e . So I t h i n k we n e ed t o k e ep t ho se
facts in mind. One of the things I asked o n a surv e y to my
constituents th is...just right before the session, or actually,
r i gh t a f t e r t h e se ss i o n st a r t e d , wa s I a sk e d t h em i f t h e y
f avored term li m its. And 106 said yes, and 102 said no. B u t
when you asked them, on whom did they wish t o plac e the te r m
l imi t s , on l y 79 of t he m s a i d o n l eg i s l at or s . On gov e r n o r s , t he y
said 93...93 of them said yes. County comnissioners, 67 of them
said yes. City council, 66. So there wasn' t.. . cer t a i n l y wa s n ' t
a 5 0 p e r ce n t . I t wa s mo r e l i ke , p r o b ab l y , 3 5 p e r ce n t o f t he m
t hough t w e . . .

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR SCHIMEK : . . .should have term limits on legislators. So
I think there is some understanding out there among the p ublic.
The question t hat w e re ally need to ask ourselves is, when is
the best time to see that something goes on the ballot? An d if
we don't do it in 2004, then it's going to be 2006 before we can
do it again. And that means that those people who are going to
r un i n 2 0 0 6 won ' t ha v e t he advan t ag e of hav i ng t er m l i mi t s
already passed. A nd so you will have some term limits kicking
in at some point. So I would just encourage you or encourage us
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