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turnover of its members. And backers of term limit laws wanted
to see more turnover in legislative bodies, and that is
certainly happening. In perspective, I think when I ca me in
here about te n year s ag o , there is less than a fourth of the
o r i g i n a l Le g i s l a t u r e i s h e r e . So we ha v e t e r m l i mi t s n c w . Ju st
a matter...it's in the ballot box, or people decide not ta run
again. I also w an t to add that all the s e te r m lim it
const i t u t i on al a m e n dment s t h a t wer e pr o p o s e d he r e i n t h e s t a t e
o f Neb r a s k a , t h e r e ' s a l o t o f ou t o f s t a t e mo n e y c om i n g i n t o t h e
state. So the re's a l o t of people out soliciting votes
against...for term limits. And in...since that point in time ,
now t h a t we h a ve t e r m l i mi t s , t he p eo p l e I h av e t a l ke d
to...there's 67 percent of the people had voted for term limits.
So tha t ' s t he w i l l o f t he peo p l e . Nobo d y i s go i ng t o di spu t e
t hat . Bu t ou t i n my d i s t r i c t , wh en y o u t a l k t o p eo p l e , I k ee p
r unning i n t o t he 3 3 p e r c e n t. And I t hi nk a l ot of t hem have
reconsidered what the y ha v e do n e to them selves; not to us,
b ecause most o f u s , t hi s i sn ' t go i ng t o make any di f f er en c e .
We' re going to be gone one way or the other anyhow. But it' s
t he ma t t e r o f t h e y t o o k a w a y t h e i r r i gh t , t h e i r r i gh t t o h av e i n
o f f i c e w h o t he y wa n t , r a t he r t h an t u r n i ng o v e r t he p owe r t o
those who have not been elected. For example, in Missouri,
where they have term limits, 90 members in the Missouri House of
Representatives, out of 163, were freshmen this year. Facing a
$1 billion budget shortfall, the legislative. . . leg i s l a t u r e g a v e
h eads of state departments, like the department of hea lth, a
large pot of cas h to spend as the department determined to be
appropriate. This , to me, i s an abd i cation of leg islative
responsibility. But I gue ss on the bright side, at least the
bureaucrats had the experience the freshmen senators lacked.
And I don ' t t hink any o f us want t o turn legislative
responsibility over to the bureaucrats or to the lobby. We have
very efficient people working for Nebraska. We have very good
lobbyists out here. But I think the power should remain in the
Legislature, not in their hands. But that's exactly what wil l
happen. Professionals w ill r u n Nebraska government, but not
professionals in politics, but nonelected, faceless, n ameless,
p ermanen t b u r e a u c r a t s . Un l i k e i n o t he r s t a t e s , t e r m l i mi t s i n
Nebraska creates an even greater disadvantage for legislators to
gain knowledge and experience. This is bec ause th ere is no
house counterpart. In other states, members are able to accrue
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