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L B 5 9 8May 7 , 2 0 0 3

SPEAKER B ROMM: . . .Senator T y s on . I wou l d re cog n i z e Se nato r
Tyson t o o p e n on L B 5 98 .

SENATOR TYSON: Tha nk you, Mr. Speaker, members o f the body .
There's really nothing for me to say, because the bill will
b ecome t h e E x e c u t i v e C o mmi t t e e a m e ndment . An d I wi l l r e l i nq u i s h
my time, Mr. Speaker.

S PEAKER BROMM: Thank you , Sen ator Ty son. I wou ld then
recognize Senator E n gel to open on the committee amendment.
(AM0783, Legislative Journal page 1203.)

SENATOR ENGEL: Mr . Speaker, members of the body, the c ommittee
amendment t o LB 5 98 , a nd it ' s AM 0 783, wo uld strike all the
o rig i na l sec t i o n s r e g a r d i n g a p po i n t i n g a s t udy g r oup t o l ook
into the feasibility of repealing term limits for members of the
L egi s l a t u r e , a n d wou l d i n s t e a d p r op o se a co n st i t u t i o n a l
a mendment t o o u t r i g h t r e p e a l t e r m l i mi t s . Some o f y o u ma y
wonder whether or not the Legislature can place an amendment to
the State Constitution on the ballot by means of a legislative
bill. And let me assure you that this procedure has been used
b efo re . Fu r t h e r m o r e , a 1 98 7 op i n i o n b y A t t o r n e y Gen e r a l Bo b
Spire addressed t his spe cific q u estion with the answer being
that the Legislature may place a proposed s tate co nstitutional
amendment o n t he ba l l ot by m e ans o f a l eg i s l at i ve b i l l , so l ong
as the bill is passed by a three-fifths majority, required in
Article XVI, section 1 o f our Sta t e Con stitution, c: by 30
affirmative votes. Further, it is our view that s u ch a state
const i t u t i on a l a me n d men t ne ed n o t b e p r e se n t e d t o t he G ov e r n o r
upon i t s f i na l pas s a ge , a n d t h a t t he G o v e r no r h a s no aut hor i t y
to sign or veto the legislative bill containing the amendment.
So that is what the amendment does. And this was passed out of
the Executive Board unanimously. I would make a few general
comments on t h i s , a n d t h e n I ' l l t ur n i t back over ' o Senato r
Tyson, because I know he has other things he wants ~ say. But
I guess let me put the effect of term limits for the Nebraska
Legislature in perspect'.ve for you. In 2006, alriost half of the
current members of this Legislature will be term limited. In
2 008, t h e o t h e r h a l f wi l l b e go n e . Thu s , wi t h i n f i v e y e a r s , t h e
Nebraska Legislature will have experienced a n ear complete
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