
TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OP THE L EG ISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

FLOOR DEBATE

LB 283Nay 7 , 2 0 0 3

features that can be put into one bill and draw 30 votes. If
they try to do it through several votes, there might...several
b i l l s , t he r e m a y n ot b e e no u g h t i me i n t h e se s s i o n t o d o t h a t .
But i f t h e r e i s en o ug h t i me a nd t he y se nd t h r e e b i l l s an d t h e
Governor vetoes each one, those of you all who have been around
here a little while know that a veto automatically knocks votes
also. If it passes with 30 votes, that's not enough t o ens ure
an override. The Governor knows it, Larry Bare knows it, I know
i t . The onl y o n e wh o won ' t k n o w i t i s t he per so n wh ose b i l l i t
i s because he o r s h e w i l l be ho p i n g an d p r a y i n g t hat some t h i n g
t hat has not happe ne d o r di na r i l y wi l l hap p e n w i t h h i s or he r
bill. And I'm sure it won't happen. S ome people think there
will not be a special session because it costs some money. That
has never stopped the special session from occurring. That is a
s ession t hat ought t o be dedi cat e d t o t he l i quor i ndu s t r y
because they are the ones, at least at this point, pushing us
i nevi t a b l y t o t hat occur r e n ce . For t he l i f e o f m e, I cann o t
understand why the Legislature is so beholden to the l iquor
industry. Those people who send e-mails to my colleagues, I
don't have it, and some people are infuriated that I don't have
it so they take out their fury on other people who do have it
a nd try to get them to explain why I don't have it. And they
are doubly angry because they cannot let me know directly how
angry they are with me. They got too much time on their hands.
But n e v e r t he l e s s , t h ey ar e wa t ch i ng , a nd t he y ' l l a sk , i s i t
t rue , d oes t h e l i qu o r i ndu s t r y r un t he Leg i s l at u r e? I sn ' t
Chambers lying when he stands on the floor and say that the tax
that is proposed in the bill, the way i t ex ists now, was
p ermi t t e d t o t h e Le g i s l a t u r e by t he l i q u o r i n du s t r y ? Th ey s a i d
they'd go along with it and that's why the Legislature adopted
t hat l e ve l o f t a x a t i o n .

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR CHANBERS: And the answer will have to be, no, he's not
ly i ng ; t ha t ' s wh a t wa s sa i d o n t he f l o o r in so man y wor d s . The
liquor industry agrees to this. They' ll accept this, so that' s
what t h e L eg i s l a t u r e ' s co u r se o f a c t i o n i s . Wh en we g e t t o t he
t obacc o t ax , I ' m j u s t go i n g t o h a r k e n b a ck t o wh a t I ' m s ay i ng
today, and I might even get a transcript and just read it, and
it' ll take me longer to read it than it takes me to say it. A n d
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