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she has anything of value. After all of his or her things of
value are sold, he or she will begin to do that to those who are
family members. When the family member will no longer tolerate
the person coming around, the person goes to friends; when if
friends will not allow it, to acquaintances; when the
acquaintances wake up, the person will go to people who are
similarly addicted and try to see if that addict will share with
this addict some of what that substance is. When that fai.s and
the substance costs some money, the person will do whatever it
takes to get the money. Theft will be attempted. If that is
not successful, then robbery, burglary, anything. Some people
will sell their bodies. Some people have sold other people's
bodies, and some have even sold and traded their children. So
this is not a simple matter that is being dealt with. But since
society is never going to try to eradicate the underlying
problems, we're going to continue to have addiction, the futile
efforts to try to cope with it, and the ongoing duplication and
replication of nmnore addicts. If a person wants to get rid of
malaria, you cannot do that one mosquito at the time. You've
got to find something that will eradicate the mosquitos that are
carrying the germ or you have to inoculate people so that they
will be immune to the ravages that the germ brings. But you
cannot kill a mosquito here, a mosquito there and hope to
address the problem. You cannot dry out one drunk here, you
cannot clean up one drug addict there, and be dealing with the
problem of addiction. Why do people get in this plight in the

first place? Very few people not directly connected to that
person even cares. And it's not always due to a 1lack of
compassion. Most people have so many problems of their own,

trying to make a living; trying to get along with a spouse or a
significant other; trying to figure how to keep their child from
going crazy, going to drugs, getting pregnant, impregnating
somebody, going to prison, becoming a gang member, becoming a
thief; so sleep is disturbed and people are at their wit's end.
And nobody has a solution to any of these problems. One of the
difficulties is that those who say that they're going to solve
the problems often are contributors to the problem and derive
income from the problem, or may share the problem. So none of
that is going to be dealt with. We, in the Legislature, cannot
solve those problems with legislation. We are aware that
certain of these substances are legal.
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