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because, re member, this country at one time constituted British
colonies. So they wou ld go up in the balcony and they would
look down at the senators. A nd they said, from th e way they
could analogize, the House was like the Commons in England and
the Senate was like the House of Lords. The o nly pr b l em wa s
they had no lords for the purpose. M any people who were in the
Senate were uncouth. They were ignorant. T hey had be e n sen t
ther e t o ca r r y ou t t h e wo r k o f sp e c i a l i n t e r e s t g r o u p s , an d t he y
were more forthright than occurs today. No w they would not wear
a p l a c a r d say i ng I be l ong t o t he ra i l r oad , or I wor k f o r J i m
Beam; he owns me. But from t heir votes, e v erything th ey said
and did, you knew exactly who owned each one of these senators.
So peop l e w o u ld l o o k d o w n a n d w a t c h t h i s sp e c t a c l e a n d f e l t i t
would b e j u s t a ma t t e r o f t i me b e f o r e Am e r i c a ' s g ov e r n men t w o u ld
have to dis integrate. The Sena t e was more sedate than the
House, but there were some mean motor scooters i n the Sena te,
e spec i a l l y wh e n t he an t i s l a v e r y ag i t a t i o n wa s g o i n g o n . Th e r e
was a man from Nassachusetts named Charles Sumner, an d he was
o ne o f t he s t r o ng e s t . . .

SPEAKER BROMM: One minute.

SENATOR CH A MBERS: . . . ant i s l a v e r y vo i c e s on t he f l oo r o f t h e
Senate. As Nr. Sumner, Senator Sumner, th e hono rable se n ator
from Nassachusetts, wa s dis cussing th e wro ngs of slavery, a
f e l l o w f r om o n e o f t h o s e Ca r o l i n a s , i t mi g h t h a ve be e n So u t h
Caro l i n a , t oo k o f f e n se a nd f e l t some t h i n g h a d b e e n sa i d t h a t wa s
a personal insult. So when Mr. Sumner had taken his seat, his
legs were under the desk, and th e des k was fastened to the
floor, and th i s sco undrel f rom South Carolina named Preston
Brooks approached Sumner from the b ack w i t h a large hic kory
sti k and beat that man bloody, almost to death, on the floor of
the U .S. Senate because he dared to speak against the evils and
t he a t r o c i t i e s a t t en d a n t . . .

S PEAKER BRONM : T ime .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: . . .upon s l av e r y . Th an k y o u , Nr . Sp e a k e r .

SPEAKER BRONN: Th a nk y o u , Sen a t o r Ch amb e r s . (Vis i t o r s
introduced.) The Chair recognizes Senator Chambers, and Senator
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