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they would nev er get any assistance from me in doing such a
thing as that. Back to this amendment, the reason for this date
being in th e bi ll is because the liquor industry said that it
would be better to start collecting this tax sooner than l a ter
So o n c e aga i n , th e l i qu o r i nd u s t r y i s t o be a c com modated. I
don't think that is a wise decision. I d on't think it is a good
thing f o r t he Le g i s l a t u r e t o l e t i t se l f be v i e we d a s a n
institution, a s so me thing wh ich can so easily be co-opted,
moved away f r o m i t s r e sp o n s i b i l i t y . So I wan t t o t r y t o
dismantle this bill. At a later time this afternoon, I'm going
to o f f e r a no t h e r ame n dment t o ra i s e th e amoun t t ha t wi l l be
brought in by this tax, and it will be five cents more than what
one pa r t of th e b i l l c a l l s f o r n ow . Bu t I ha v e one be f o r e t ha t
that w i l l a t t e m p t to ra i se t he amo u n t . L i quo r ha s be e n kn o wn b y
the name of John Barleycorn. When you hear that, you know w h a t
they' re talking about. T hey used to consume John Barleycorn in
Congress before they went on the floor. And some of the
congresspersons, wel l, co n gressmen, th a t's what they were at
that t i m e , w o u l d ha v e a f l a sk an d th e y wou l d cons u me i t on t he
floor of Con gress . By Cong r ess, n o w I mean the House of
Representatives. Th ere were senators who tippled but they wer e
more discreet in thei rs; they would not carry John Barleycorn
onto the floor of the S e nate exc ept internally. But the se
people in th e Hcus e of Representatives were looked down upon.
They were considered the riffraff, the rabble, and the y we re
given on l y t w o ye a r s to t h e i r t e r m be c a u se t ha t ' s a bou t as l ong
a t i m e a s t he re p u b l i c co u l d p u t up wi t h t h em wi t h o u t be i ng t o m
apart . Wha t t he se pe o p l e wo u l d d o on t he f l o o r o f t h e Hous e w a s
to re a r ba c k a n d pu t t h e i r fe e t up on t he de sk s . They wou l d
whittle sticks. They wou ld skeet tobacco. They would make
carvings on any wooden surface in the chamber. They wou ld
curse , t hey wou l d t h r e a t en , t h ey wou l d f i s t f i ght , and t he y
carr ie d d i r k s ­ -that's what .hey called knives . They carr ied
clubs . And Se na t o r Ty so n wi l l b e p l e a se d t o k no w t hi s ; som e o f
these even carried firearms onto the floor of the Hou se. And
when people would watch, sometimes it looked like everything was
in a s h a m ble s .

SPEAKER BROMM : One m inut e .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: T here would be so much confusion, immediately
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