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SENATOR KRUSE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker and members. I s tand to
suppor t t h i s ame n dment . I t ' s a n i n t e r e s t i n g p r o p o s i t i o n t h a t we
would raise tax on a can of beer two cents. Seems to me we' ve
b een di s cuss in g t h a t a t i m e b e f o r e , a n d t ho u gh t t h at was . . . t ha t
one cent was astronomical. I don 't know what two cents...what
two times astronomical is going to be. Tha t 's m o r e th a n our
words can carry us. B ut I must respond to some of the debate
t hat ha s b een o n t h e f l oor a b ou t i t ; one , t hat t h i s i s goi ng t o
create border bleed. That is ju st ( laugh) an incredible
argument, that anybody is going to be driving across the border
for two cents. One, that it' s...and another, that this is not
shameful l y l ow b e c ause i t ' s t he sa me as t h e o t h e r s t at e s . Wel l ,
obviously, the states around us are shamefully low, because
anybody looking at this product and the cost that we are
providing and that every other state is providing would have to
recognize some genius has been in charge of keeping this tax at
an extremely low level, a shamefully low level. If we were to
do this, I think our society would be benefited, and those who
drink alcohol would be benefited. And we would have a chance to
do some of the things that we really need to do. Mr. Speaker, I
y iel d t h e r e s t o f m y t i m e t o S e n a to r C hambers .

SPEAKER BROMM: Senator Chambers, you have a little over three
minutes .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Thank you , Mr . Speaker. A nd thank you,
Senator Kruse. It gave me time to dr aft an amen dment t o my
amendment . Although my amendment goes to the c ommittee
amendment, the committee amendment has alread; been adopted. So
I am not offering an amendment to an a m endment w hen I do ...I
mean, I'm offering an amendment to my amendment. But mine is an
amendment now to the bill, my original one. And as I said, I'm
going to take plenty of time, and I'm not going to rush, because
we' re no t i n a hur r y . I be l i eve t hat t h i s afte r noon h as been
ceded to me, c -e-d-e-d, that means relinquished to, or handed
over. And I do think the consumption of alcohol is something
that merits serious discussion by the Legislature. I have
talked about its contribution to crime. It contributes also to
many physical ailments. One of them even has a comical name,
t he j i m j am t r e mens . So mebody migh t s a y , we l l , you ' r e t a l k i ng
about the DT s . And I think that might be dementia tremens or
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