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SENATOR CHAMBERS: And since it makes a difference to me, I have
to address it and deal with it. I do not think the Legislature
should be b e ho l den t o t he l i qu o r es t a b l i s h ment . So I i n t end t o
t ry to get this bill in the form I believe it should be in. I f
you do not want this amendment because you think it would raise
the l i qu or t ax h i gh e r t h a n w here y o u t h i n k i t shou l d b e , m a ybe
we should find some place in between what the bill is offering
a nd wha t my ame n dment i s of f er i n g . Bu t I cer t a i nl y w o u l d n o t
agree t o s u p p o r t t hi s b i l l i n i t s p r esen t f or m . And I woul d
hope that enough of my colleagues feel the same way. If this
bill is not, for some reason, moved along, the only game in town
on this issue becomes Senator Brashear's bill.

SPEAKER BROMM. T ime. Th ank you, Senator Chambers.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Thank you, Mr. President.

SPEAKER BROMM. (Visitors introduced.) Senator Jensen.

SENATOR JENSEN : Thank you , Mr . S peaker, members o f the
Legis l a t u r e . I s t and i n sup p or t of Se n a t o r C hambers ' a mendment.
A nd f o r t hose who t h i nk t hat t h i s i s go i ng t o br e a k t h o s e
individuals who do use alcoholic beverages, we just ran a quick
chart. And for a can of beer, it's about two cents; again, less
than wh at we ' r e t a x i n g on e , o n e c i g a r e t t e fo r . A si x - p a ck o f
beer is 12 cents. A case of beer, 50 cents. T hat's what the
addit i o na l t ax woul d be . Cer t a i nl y , al l o f i t goi ng t o t he
General Fu nd . I t hi nk i t ' s a wor t h w h i l e e n d eavo r t o do t hi s .
When you l o o k a t al l t he co s t t hat i s com i n g ou t o f t he G e nera l
Fund in s u ppor t o f t ho s e i nd i v i d u a l s wh o a r e behi nd ba r s , who
are...where we have families that are being destroyed, where we
have div o r c e s , I t hi nk t h i s i s onl y r i gh t t ha t we wo u ld d o t hi s .
It's not enough to make anyone cross the bridge to buy a case of
beer; 50 cents. If you drank a case of beer e very day f or a
year, you would pay $188.89 extra. So if someone says that this
is far too much, yes, it might be higher than our surrounding
s ta t es . I d o n ' t k n ow w h a t t h i s wo u l d d o up at Wh i t e c l ay , i f i t
had (laugh) any change up there whatsoever. P robably not. B ut
anyway, t he am o un t i s s t i l l sma l l . An d s o I j u s t s t a nd i n
suppor t o f Se na t o r Ch a mbe r s ' am e n dment. I ' l l r e t u r n t h e re st o f
my time bac k to the Chair, unless Senator Chambers, would you
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